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OSSE Office of Multilingual Education and English 
Learner Supports

• Jennifer Norton, manager of English learner supports

• Santiago Sanchez, multilingual specialist 

• Anika Harris, professional development specialist, 
English language acquisition

Welcome and Introductions 
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Agreements
• Remain solutions-oriented 

and student-focused

• Strive for equity of voice, 
monitor airtime

• Generate and iterate on as 
many solutions as possible

• Accept non-closure

Agreements and Practice
Virtual Engagement
• Participate in chats, polls and 

discussions

• Keep mic on mute unless 
speaking to the group
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Warm Up

Video is optional

Unmute 
only when 
speaking

Share screen 
(for breakouts)

Raise and lower 
hand
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Warm Up and Attendance Using Teams 

Click to see and write chat 
messages. 

Use the          to agree.

What is your name and school?
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What data are most useful to you in understanding your EL students’ language 
proficiency and what they need next from you?

Warm Up Using Nearpod



Purpose
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Content and language objective: to identify and evaluate data sources for 
developing English language proficiency goals and discuss ways to assess 
growth during the school year 

Sample EL plan

Sample organizer for discussing individual EL student data

Sample EL progress monitoring tool

Sample content and language rubric for assessing and monitoring progress with a language lens 

Sample Tools
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Foundational Principles for Serving EL Students

Value the cultural and linguistic backgrounds of ELs.

Provide EL students access to grade-level academic content and 
English language instruction that are appropriate for advancing 
their language proficiency and academic achievement.

Partner with families, educators, system leaders, and communities 
to nurture EL students’ linguistic, academic, social and emotional 
development. 

Use multiple sources of data to inform and continually refine EL 
programs, services, instruction and assessment.  
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ELs retain all rights consistent with the law and should have their unique instructional and 
language needs met.

 Within the first two weeks of the school year, LEAs should plan for and communicate to 
families about how they will shift their resources, policies and practices to identify and support 
ELs across remote and in-person learning environments while complying with federal civil 
rights and education law and state policies.

 LEAs should prepare to identify ELs in a timely manner, including re-screening all students 
who were screened provisionally while in a remote learning environment using state-approved 
English proficiency screeners as soon as possible once the student is able to attend school in 
person.

 LEAs should implement their EL program plans with fidelity across both remote and in-
person learning environments to advance the linguistic and academic goals of ELs and
have a system in place that draws upon multiple data sources to evaluate and refine 
their EL program.

 LEAs should communicate with families in a language they understand, to the extent 
practicable, in compliance with Title I and the Language Access Act. 

Guiding Principles for Continuous Education
2.C. English Learners



Set or Adjust  
Goals Based 

on Data 

TeachAssess

Instruction and Assessment Cycle

Adapted from https://edu.wyoming.gov/downloads/federally-funded-programs/title-iii/wida-focus-formative-assessment.pdf
10

https://edu.wyoming.gov/downloads/federally-funded-programs/title-iii/wida-focus-formative-assessment.pdf


11

Agree Disagree?

I agree because_____ I disagree because_____

Do you agree or disagree with the statement below?
Explain why.

“It will be key for curriculum and instruction to be focused on moving 
students forward through grade level content and designed to 
minimize the need for extensive remediation prior to commencing 
with grade-level instruction.” (CCSSO, 2020)
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Summative

Interim/Benchmark

Formative

• Long-term goals
• End-of-unit or annual

• Intermediate progress 
check

• Periodic snapshot

• Just-in-time feedback and 
instructional response

• Sampling student learning

Assessment Types
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• Integrated with vision and model of curriculum and  instruction that moves 
students to learning essential grade-level content as quickly as possible.

• Thin and lean: focused on the essentials of the grade-level content to be learned 
in specific instructional units and  coordinated with the grade-level curriculum.

• Administered “just in time” within a lesson, section of learning, or unit of study.

• Largely formative in nature, administered by and for the teacher to provide 
instructional action, ideally informed  by high-quality instructional materials.

• Designed to yield information about student knowledge and performance in 
content-specific ways.

• Coordinated with other assessment-related aspects of the classroom and district 
assessment systems  (e.g., unit-based tasks, interim assessments).

CCSSO Assessment Recommendations for Fall 2020
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SY 2019-20 ACCESS Score Key Dates

Materials Returned to DRC ACCESS Scores in AMS ACCESS Scores in Qlik

July 2 Aug. 7 Aug. 31

Aug. 17 Sept. 22 Oct. 15
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Use the app to access: 
▪ Current EL status
▪ Historic EL status
▪ Screener date *new*
▪ ACCESS composite score
▪ ACCESS domain scores 
▪ ACCESS growth target
▪ Re-identification of a student as EL 
▪ If the student was ever EL 
▪ All historic ACCESS scores *new*
▪ PARCC ELA and Math scores *new*

https://analysis.osse.dc.gov

Early Access to EL Data Qlik App

https://analysis.osse.dc.gov/
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Previous Scores (2018-19 
school year)

Last Year’s Scores (2019-20 
school year)

Listening Listening
Reading Reading
Speaking Speaking
Writing Writing
Oral Language Oral Language
Literacy Literacy
Comprehension Comprehension

Overall Overall

Consider Language Growth Over Time

Goals for This Year (2020-21 
school year)

Listening

Reading

Speaking

Writing

Overall

Keep it simple: aim for one level higher than last year
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Sample Tools

Beginning of the 
Year
• EL Goals and Plan
• Teacher and Family  

Discussion 
Preparation

During the Year
• EL Goals and Plan
• Progress Report
• Language and 

Content Rubrics
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From Score Report to Can Do Descriptors
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LEA 
Example: 
From 
ACCESS 
Scores to 
Can Do 
Descriptors

English Learner Plan [ELP] 19-20 Grade 4-5

LI
ST

EN
IN

G
SP

EA
K

IN
G

R
EA

D
IN

G
W

R
IT

IN
G

STUDENT NAME:  SAMPLE                                                                                                        

= Current Progress      =Goal

GRADE:  4                                                                                                                    

ELP Level 1 ELP Level 2 ELP Level 3 ELP Level 4 ELP Level 5-6
Identify vocabulary words in 
context in short, illustrated 
text

Identify the “who,” “what,” 
“where” and “why” in a text

Sequence events in stories 
or content-related processes

Identify conclusions in multi-
paragraph text

Summarize information from 
multiple related sources

Sequence sentence strips to 
show content-area 
processes

Identify key words and 
phrases that describe a topic 
or event

Match causes with effects Organize information on how 
or why phenomena occur

Identify paraphrased text that 
summarizes a topic

Identify a claim or opinion Differentiate between claims 
and evidence

Identify evidence from 
multiple places within a text

Make predictions based on 
evidence

Connect personal experiences 
with textual evidence to 
interpret meaning of text 
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LEA 
Example: 
From EL 
Plan to 
Progress 
Report

3
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Breakout Groups: Preparing for Individual EL Students 
Data Discussion and Plans
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Breakout Groups: Preparing for Individual EL Students 
Data Discussion and Plans

Conversation starter will lead off each question:
• What must continue to be discussed with families and teachers when meeting about 

ELs’ language proficiency, growth, and goals?
• How must the conversation change due to distance learning? 
• What does your EL goals template or plan look like? 
• If you do not have one, how can you use or adapt the sample provided?
Note taker:
• Share screen and type notes/changes your group deems useful so you can use the 

updated template after this session.
Timekeeper:
• Pace 20 minutes in all, give 10-, 5-, and 2-minute warnings.
All:
• Read the sample Discuss the questions above. Determine talking points and/or data 

points to add or change to be responsive to the current situation. (Focus on language 
development here)

• Download a copy to use at your LEA or school.
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• Main Room/Group 1 Last Name A – C 
• Group 2 Last Name D – L
• Group 3 Last Name M – R 
• Group 4 Last Name S – Z

• Click the link in the chat box to go to your 
group’s Google doc and breakout session links. 

• When in your breakout group, the main group 
will appear “on hold”

• Press the triangle to return to the main room

Breakout Groups 

1. Introduce yourselves, your school, 
and your role. 

“Hi, my name is___, I work at ___ as ___.”

1. Choose one note taker, one 
timekeeper and one conversation 
starter.

“I can____”

1. Read and discuss.

2. Return in 20 minutes.

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZDViMzk2MDMtYjI4Ni00MTJhLWJlOTYtYjBiYjM4MWYzODVi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228fe449f1-8b94-4fb7-9906-6f939da82d73%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c5e5679-57dc-41b4-b7b3-13a64bddd3ea%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MGNmMWY0ZjYtMjYwYS00MGZkLWE0NzItMTFlYzRjYmM1MjRm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228fe449f1-8b94-4fb7-9906-6f939da82d73%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c5e5679-57dc-41b4-b7b3-13a64bddd3ea%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjAyN2Y0NDUtYTQyMi00MTQxLTg3MzctNWZmNmNkZGM3NDYy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228fe449f1-8b94-4fb7-9906-6f939da82d73%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c5e5679-57dc-41b4-b7b3-13a64bddd3ea%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MjgyZTdmZDQtOWVhYi00N2VmLTliOWYtNTVjMGM5MTUxMTg4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228fe449f1-8b94-4fb7-9906-6f939da82d73%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221c5e5679-57dc-41b4-b7b3-13a64bddd3ea%22%7d


Set or Adjust  
Goals Based 

on Data 

TeachAssess

Instruction and Assessment Cycle

Adapted from https://edu.wyoming.gov/downloads/federally-funded-programs/title-iii/wida-focus-formative-assessment.pdf
24

https://edu.wyoming.gov/downloads/federally-funded-programs/title-iii/wida-focus-formative-assessment.pdf
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Ways to Assess the Four Domains Within Learning 
Activities Related to Content and Language Objectives 

Listening 

-Oral input, then mark/move/select...

Reading 

-Highlight text that represents a given idea

Speaking 

-FlipGrid response taking a stance on the lesson’s topic

Writing 

-Use response from FlipGrid to get started on written 
response taking a stance



26

LEA Example: 
Using Content and Language Rubrics to Assess Writing 
• Bobbie Verdegaal, Cardozo Education Campus 



PARCC Scoring Rubric

• Not student friendly language
• Does not take into account ELL
• Criteria:

• Reading comprehension and 
Written Expression

• Knowledge of Language and 
Conventions





Cardozo 
Adapted
PARCC &WIDA
Writing Rubric



How we used the rubric

• Each content area administored a writing prompt once per month
• Students practiced writing once per week, all teachers entered score into 

shared excel spredsheet
• Norming with Rubric
• PARCC style writing prompts

• Newsela
• Readworks
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• Based on this session, what are your next steps for 
preparing for the school year?

• What new questions do you have as a result of 
today’s session?

Exit Ticket

“Don’t go where 
the path may lead, 
go instead where 
there is no path 

and leave a trail.”

– Ralph Waldo 
Emerson
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• Monthly Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP) PD featuring “hands-
on” simulations of activities to use in distance learning instruction with ELs

• Aug. 28: STEM Talks for Early Learners

• Sept. 9: Addressing Unfinished Teaching and Learning in Academic Content Areas: Part 1

• Aug. 24: Addressing Unfinished Teaching and Learning in Academic Content Areas: Part 2 for ELA

• Aug. 25: Addressing Unfinished Teaching and Learning in Academic Content Areas: Part 2 for Math

• Aug. 26: Addressing Unfinished Teaching and Learning in Academic Content Areas: Part 2 for 
Science

• Sept. 22: Addressing Unfinished Teaching and Learning in Academic Content Areas: Part 3 for ELA

• Sept. 23: Addressing Unfinished Teaching and Learning in Academic Content Areas: Part 3 for Math

• Sept. 24: Addressing Unfinished Teaching and Learning in Academic Content Areas: Part 3 for 
Science

Coming this Fall

https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=1112&z=854
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=1197&z=bzca
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=1173&z=brm3
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=1172&z=brpc
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=1174&z=brpp
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=1169&z=brp4
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=1170&z=brqg
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=1171&z=brqp
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eWorkshops from WIDA
On-demand eWorkshops available starting Sept. 1:

• WIDA Writing Rubric
• Leading for Equity: Classroom Walkthrough
• Classroom Teachers: Engaging Multilingual Newcomers
• Developing Language for Learning in Mathematics
• Doing and Talking STEM
• Social Studies: Engaging Multilingual Learners through Inquiry

On-demand eWorkshops available starting winter 2021:
• Engaging with the WIDA Standards: A Collaborative Approach
• School Improvement Planning for the Equitable Education of Multilingual 

Learners

Relevant content for you and your colleagues: 
ESL Teachers and 

Specialists
K-12 Classroom 

Teachers
Professional 

Learning 
Communities

Coaches and 
Facilitators

School 
Leaders

Log into your WIDA Secure Portal Account for access!



High 
Expectations

Equity and 
Access

Family 
Engagement
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Resources on OSSE Website
Guiding Principles for Continuous Education Overview

Continuous Education Resources for LEAs
Continuous Education Resources for Educators and Families

THE THREE PILLARS OF CONTINUOUS EDUCATION

https://osse.dc.gov/page/guiding-principles-continuous-education
https://osse.dc.gov/page/continuous-education-resources-local-education-agencies
https://osse.dc.gov/distancelearning


• Subscribe to the monthly Teaching and Learning PD Bulletin

• OSSE English Learner Policy and Programs

• OSSE English Learner Instructional Resources

• OSSE Dual Language

• Reach out for support; we are here to help:
▪ EL policy and programs: Jennifer Norton Jennifer.Norton@dc.gov

▪ EL instruction and PD: Anika Harris Anika.Harris@dc.gov

▪ Dual language programs: Santiago Sanchez Santiago.Sanchez@dc.gov

OSSE Resources

35

http://eepurl.com/gBFkKw
https://osse.dc.gov/page/english-learner-policy-and-programs
https://osse.dc.gov/page/english-learner-instructional-resources
https://osse.dc.gov/page/dual-language
mailto:Jennifer.Norton@dc.gov
mailto:Anika.Harris@dc.gov
mailto:Santiago.Sanchez@dc.gov
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