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Welcome

Welcome to Preparing for ACCESS Speaking!

Michael Craig, Assessment Specialist-Special Populations, Division
of Data, Assessment & Research

Jennifer Norton, Program Manager for English Learner Supports,
Division of Teaching & Learning

Anika Harris, Professional Development Specialist — English
Language Acquisition, Division of Teaching & Learning
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Self-Reflection

What are your practices to prepare students for the
ACCESS Speaking assessment?
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Self-Reflection

Not at

all Somewhat Very

To what extent are my LEA’s students prepared to: < >

1. Use thinking time before they hit the record
button.

2. Start recording after they have a response
ready.

3. Give lengthy responses that connect their
ideas and demonstrate their vocabulary.

4. Only hit the stop button after they are done
speaking.

5. Use Nina, the model student’s response, as an
example of the length and structure of a
linguistically strong response.
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Objective

To walk away ready to help teachers

prepare students to do their best on
ACCESS Speaking
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Agenda

e Speaking test components
e Technology requirements
* How to prepare students
e Sample items
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Online Speaking Guidance Grades 1-12

Students respond to speaking tasks provided by the virtual Test
Administrator at three proficiency levels:

Proficiency | Description
Level

Level 1 (P1) | Students produce single words, chunks of language or short phrases

Level 3 (P3) | Students produce sentences that are generally comprehensible and
incorporate general and some specific language

Level 5 (P5) | Students produce task-specific vocabulary in cohesive extended
discourse

Student’s Response

Question Model Response

Designed to elicit language at Designed as an exemplary o  Aim to respond at the same
progressively higher target response at the target proficiency level as the
proficiency levels proficiency level model response
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This chart does not reflect how the responses are scored, rather it defines what the speaking assessment tasks are designed around.


Technology Readiness Activities

Technology Coordinators and Test Coordinators should take the
following steps to ensure success when administering the Speaking
Test:

e Verify the headset and microphone work and are configured
correctly by recording a practice Speaking Test

e Allot time for students to practice taking the Speaking Test to ensure
they are comfortable speaking in to headsets

e Reduce the background noise in the room as much as possible to
limit interference during students’ responses

e Seat students far enough apart so they cannot hear each other
while recording their Speaking Test

e Site Technology Readiness Checklist
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https://www.wida-ams.us/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=81da5b04-c2b4-4712-9d4b-9be91ce44bf4

Preparing for the Speaking Test

When preparing students for the Speaking Test, Test Coordinators and
Administrators should:

* Encourage students to start recording when they are confident

they have a response
e Students are allowed thinking time before they press record

e Advise students to give lengthy responses
e Allows them to demonstrate their vocabulary and ability to connect ideas

e Advise students not to press the stop button until they are
completely finished speaking
e Pauses are allowed while speaking into the microphone
e Additional content cannot be added once they press stop

e Coach students to speak loudly and clearly into the microphone
e Follow Nina’s example provided in the platform
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QuickStart Guide: Preparing Students for ACCESS

Tools for your teachers, students and you:
e Grade cluster guidance

e Test demo

* Interactive sample items

* Online sample items user guide (with scripting for educators)
* Practice tests

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/preparing-students/gsg-online
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https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/preparing-students/qsg-online

QuickStart Guide: Preparing Students for ACCESS

POLL

How familiar are you with WIDA’s speaking performance tools?
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How Students’ Responses Are Scored

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Speaking Scoring Scale

Response characteristics

Score point

Exemplary use of oral
language to provide an
elaborated response

Language use comparable to or going beyond the model in sophistication
Clear, automatic, and fluent delivery
Precise and appropriate word choice

Strong use of oral
language to provide a
detailed response

Language use approaching that of model in sophistication, though not as rich
Clear delivery
Appropriate word choice

Adequate use of oral
language to provide a
satisfactory response

Language use not as sophisticated as that of model
Generally comprehensible use of oral language
Adequate word choice

Attempted use of oral
language to provide a
response in English

Language use does not support an adequate response
Comprehensibility may be compromised
Word choice may not be fully adequate

No response (in English)

Does not respond (in English)
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We are going to listen to model responses from different grades. The scoring scale you see here and in your packet show how responses are scored. What you are going to hear would are samples of responses that would score exemplary for the given grade.


Practice Speaking Test and Sample Items

Sample
Items

ACCESS WIDA
for ELLs® Screener
‘est Practic est Practic

Practice Speaking Test

View Sample Items

Listening
Reading
Speaking

Grade 1
Grades 2-3
Grades 4-5
Tier Pre-A/ Tier A
Tier B/C
Grades 6-8
Grades 9-12
Writing (Keyboarding)
Writing (Handwritten)
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https://wbte.drcedirect.com/WIDA/portals/wida

Testing Tips for Students in Grades 1-3

* Think about what you will say before you hit the record button
e Speak clearly into the microphone and do not whisper
e Take your full turn to talk

\
e Use “and, because, then and also” to extend what you are
saying
e Speak as long as Nina did in her response )

e Use the pictures to help you think of what to say
* Do not press stop until you are sure you have finished
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Grade 1 P5 Model

At the Grocery Store
= L

N

Now |'ve told you the whole story. Here are
all of the pictures. Nina, use the first two
pictures to tell me what happened at the
beginning of the story. =88
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Screen 12-13
First, Pablo and his dad visit the grocery store to buy mangos for his grandmother because mangoes are grandmother’s favorite fruit. But when they get to the store they can find  the mangoes so they ask for help from Ms. Kent. 


Testing Tips for Students in Grades 4-5

* Think about what you will say before you hit the record button
e Speak clearly into the microphone and do not whisper

e Take your full turn to talk

"« Follow Nina's example to know how long to talk and the types

of words and sentences to use

~N

* Use conjunctions, adjectives, and adverbs to extend what you
\_ are saying y
e Use the pictures to help you think of what to say

* Do not press stop until you are sure you have finished speaking
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Testing Tips for Students in Grades 4-5
QUIZ TIME!

1. And, though, while are examples of:
b. adjectives c. adverbs.
2. Quickly, excitedly, longingly are examples of:

a. conjunctions b. adjectives

3. Red, slow, scalding are examples of:

a. conjunctions b. adjectives c. adverbs.
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Grades 4-5 P5 Model

Rock Candy Investigation
Day 1 Day 10 Day 24

Nina, explain to me step by step how the cold
water mixture changed from Day 1 to Day 24, Hot Water Mixture
and how the temperature of the water affected
the results. Day 1 Day 10 Day 24
(= e— —— ——— = - =

\ J ) '“*:—i |

< > .

— rel
_ <F >

_ "
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Screen 13-14
 
On day 1 most of the sugar settled at the bottom of the jar. By day 10, all of the ice had melted, but the sugar was still at the bottom of the jar. Finally, on day 24 some of the water had evaporated from the jar, but the sugar stayed at the bottom. The temperature of the water affected how much sugar could dissolve, since the temperature was so cold when the sugar an the water were combined, only a small amount of sugar dissolved.



The sample Speaking test item on this slide is an approximation of what students will see on the screen. In the center, students will see a picture.  To the left, they will see a virtual test administrator and a model student.  The virtual test administrator will guide the student through the Speaking passages with directions and prompts. Next to the virtual test administrator, students will see a model student.  The role of the model student is to provide examples of expected responses. As shown on this slide, the virtual test administrator will first ask a question to the model student.    

After the model student has responded, students will be prompted to record their responses.  Students will record their responses on the computer using a record button and will continue through the speaking items at their own pace.   Because students’ voices will be recorded into the online test engine, all students will need headsets with microphones for the Speaking test.  Students will be able to pause, if needed, while responding orally to the test items.  Upon completion, the files will automatically be sent to DRC for scoring.



Testing Tips for Students in Grades 6-12

* Think about what you will say before you hit the record button
e Speak clearly into the microphone and do not whisper
e Take your full turn to talk

* Follow Nina’s example to know how long to talk and the types
of words and sentences to use

e Use modifiers, conjunctions, and prepositional phrases to
extend what you are saying

* Make your speaking show your complex thoughts

e Use the pictures to guide your responses
e Do not press stop until you are sure you have finished
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Testing Tips for Students in Grades 6-12

QUIZ TIME!

1. Since, whether, until are examples of:
a. modifiers <b. conjunctions>  c. prepositional phrases.

2. “Small ball”, “ball with marks”, and “another ball” are examples
of:

b. conjunctions c. prepositional phrases.
3. “According to”, “in addition to”, and “a n” les of
a. modifiers b. conjunctions c. prepositional phrases.
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Grades 9-12 P5 Model

Service Club Activities

=
b'

@a, think about option 1. Now, explain to me the \

advantages and disadvantages of choosing option 1.

+ Students can choose

+ New service projects

Service Club meeting today at 3:00

Vote for a proposal:
Option 1

between 2 service
projects each month

each month

* Everyone works together

* Same service project for

Option 2

on one service project

the school year .

*».H\,/
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Nina, think about option 1. Now, explain to me the advantages and disadvantages of choosing option 1.

Screen 11-12: I think there are a lot of advantages to option 1. Students like to have choices and in this proposal, everyone could volunteer for the project they would enjoy the most or can do best and I agree that this proposal could help attract new members. One disadvantages to this proposal is that there are fewer students working on each project than if everyone worked on the same project. The club might not be able to activities that require a lot of volunteers.


Discussion and Action Planning

Instructional tips from WIDA's Oral Language in the Classroom Focus
Bulletin:

“Be thinking of:
e What classroom activities encourage students to use conjunctions?

e What can you do to encourage students to join ideas together when
they speak?

e What can you do to encourage students to use less general
terminology and instead develop vocabulary that is specific and
uniquely appropriate to academic contexts, like the language used in
social studies or science textbooks?

e What can you do to encourage students to use discipline-specific
nouns and noun phrases rather than generic pronouns?”

Source: https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/oral-language-classroom
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https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/oral-language-classroom

Discussion and Action Planning

What steps will | take to ensure my LEA’s students are VERY prepared to:
1. Use thinking time before they hit the record button.
2. Start recording after they have a response ready.

3. Give lengthy responses that connect their ideas and demonstrate
their vocabulary.

4. Only hit the stop button after they are done speaking.

5. Use Nina, the model student’s response, as an example of the length
and structure of a linguistically strong response.
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— ‘ Wrap-up and Next Steps




ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Test
Window

 The ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Test Window opened on Feb.

17 and closes Mar. 27
e Test Coordinators should complete the following steps prior to
administering:
e verify demographic information is correct
e verify accommodations are correct
e assign accommodations if they were no indicated in the Pre-ID file
* print test tickets
e place students in test sessions in the WIDA AMS system (refer to the
WIDA AMS User Guide)
e Testing materials were delivered to schools on Feb. 10
e Additional materials can be ordered until Mar. 20

e LEAs are encouraged to complete testing towards the beginning of the
window
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2020 Multilingual Learner Conference

OSSE Multilingual Learner Conference
Encourage STRENGTHENING TEACHING
ALL : PRACTICES FOR MULTILIMGUAL
LEARHERS TOGETHER

teachers Thursday, May 21, 2020

and school
Ieaders to Proposal deadline on Jan. 13, 2020

Registration opens on March 11, 2020

participate!

GOVERNMENT OF THE
Em RICT OF COLLMBIA
a MURIEL BOWSER, MAYOR




Professional Development Opportunities

The OSSE Teaching and Learning team offers a wide variety of professional
development opportunities.

Ways to stay informed:
1. Subscribe to the TAL Bulletin: http://eepurl.com/gBFkKw

2. OSSE Events Calendar osse.dc.gov/events
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http://eepurl.com/gBFkKw
http://www.osse.dc.gov/events

Professional Development Opportunities

WIDA Self-Paced elLearning Courses

e Feb. 3, 27, and March 12: New Cohort: Biliteracy from the Start
Feb. 21: Response to Intervention for Middle and High Schools

e Febh. 27: Secondary Transition Planning for Dually Identified
English Learners

 March 24-25: Equitable Grading for English Learners
e April 6-7: Engaging Multilingual Learners in Science

e April 23: Building a Strong Family and Community Culture with
Families of Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Learners

28


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdMz5dW5BsoSgMUnufXMcbLDjgpPFewCcRW-Y-SvFdinFqRXQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://osse.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d899604e6949ede8f0fbdaa36&id=1ff256bfb2&e=7f3c326874
https://osse.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d899604e6949ede8f0fbdaa36&id=95fa3403df&e=7f3c326874
https://osse.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d899604e6949ede8f0fbdaa36&id=7d5f62e0d3&e=7f3c326874
https://osse.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d899604e6949ede8f0fbdaa36&id=96f049ec8f&e=7f3c326874
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/engaging-multilingual-learners-in-science-registration-90153410277
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-a-strong-family-and-community-culture-with-culturally-and-linguistically-diverse-families-registration-83671095499

CONTACT INFO CONTACT INFO

TEACHING & LEARNING

OSSE SOCIAL

NAME: NAME:
Jennifer Norton Anika Harris
TITLE: TITLE:
Manager, English Learner PD Specialist
Supports

EMAIL: EMAIL:

Jennifer.Norton@dc.gov Anika.Harris@dc.gov

PHONE: PHONE:
202-394-8806 202-322-1727

*x * Kk

WEBSITE:
https://osse.dc.gov/service/k-
12-teaching-and-learning-
resources

UPCOMING PD TRAININGS:
https://osse.dc.gov/events

SUBSCRIBE TO TAL PD
BULLETIN:
http://eepurl.com/gBFkKw

MEDIA
n facebook.com/ossedc

. twitter.com/ossedc

youtube.com/DCEducation

WWWw.0sse.dc.gov

€

OSSE
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