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HOUSEKEEPING

Th is we b in a r is b e in g  re cord e d  -
p le a se  m u te  you r a u d io!

Use  th e  ch a t  b ox to  a sk 
q u e st ion s! 

W e  will occa sion a lly a sk 
q u e st ion s on  slido.com .  

Th e  cod e  is # 31884

W e  will u p loa d  th is we b in a r to  
Sch oolog y a n d  in clu d e  
a u tom a t ic  ca p t ion in g .

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Housekeeping: since we are recording, please keep your microphones muted.  We will upload this webinar to Schoology, and include automatic captioning when we do. Questions and comments, please put in the chatbox, and we will make time to answer some of them throughout and at the end of the call.  We will occasionally ask questions over slido.com.  When we do, we will prompt you how to participate.

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org
http://www.osse.dc.gov/SERVICE/SCHOOL-GARDENS-PROGRAM-SGP
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Icon sources: Freepik, Round Icons, dDara
Our presenters today have spent their careers supporting teachers in teaching in the School Garden.
Emma Boel is the School Garden Partners Coordinator for City Blossoms.  She works with teachers at City Blossoms partner schools to maintain and teach in their school gardens, including teaching lessons directly to classes, and co-teaching alongside teachers.
Willa Pohlman is Director of Programming and Training for City Blossoms, and has been a garden-based educator since 2011.  She has supported the City Blossoms School Garden Partners Program since the beginning, and focused on revamping that program 4 years ago.
Brianne Studer, Director of Programs, nearly 15 years of informal and formal education experience in museums, nature centers, and as an elementary school science teacher. I’ve been thrilled to support WYG’s Garden Science school garden program since I joined the team in 2017, and I love bringing the variety of educational experiences I’ve had into the school garden space.

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org
http://www.osse.dc.gov/SERVICE/SCHOOL-GARDENS-PROGRAM-SGP


OVERARCHING VALUES

Exploratory
A safe place to try new things 
aids students in discovering 

the content; enjoying, 
wondering, questioning, 
figuring it out together

Engaging
Enthusiastic, positive, 

active learning, 
a focus on trying

Fun
Joyous, light -hearted, 

games/play

Flexible
Responsive to group, environment, 

last -minute changes

Student -Centered
Caters to student’s 

perspective, abilities, 
and preferences
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AGENDA

W h a t  ro le  d oe s d e sig n  p la y?

Le sson  P la n n in g

Ton e  Se t t in g

Q a n d  A

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Icon Sources: Darius Dan, Freepik, Photo3Idea-Studio, Zlatko Najdenovski


http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org
http://www.osse.dc.gov/SERVICE/SCHOOL-GARDENS-PROGRAM-SGP
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WHAT ROLE DOES DESIGN PLAY?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How do we bring the design to life? How do we use this space?

If you attended the Garden Design session, you’ll remember that of course the physical features are very important.  This session, we’ll dive a bit more into the functionality and smaller, more flexible components you will use to bring your school gardens to life with your students.

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org
http://www.osse.dc.gov/SERVICE/NUTRITION-SERVICES


ART & SIGNAGE IN THE GARDEN

Why make art and signage?

○ Communicate the 
what/why/when/how of the garden

○ Activate the gardens with and for 
others

○ Make stronger ties to the surrounding 
community

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Signage sometimes feel daunting and overwhelming and can be dismissed as an afterthought, but it can be a really helpful tool in communicating the what/why/when/how of the garden, activating the garden, and strengthening ties with the surrounding community.

It’s also important to make sure that the students have a hand in making the signs. 



HELPFUL QUESTIONS

○ Who has had a hand in creating 
art and signage for the space? 

○ How are we picking colors and 
shapes to help set the tone?

○ Can we create art and signs that 
make cultural connections?

○ Can we provide space for self -
representation, expression, and 
storytelling?

○ How does signage gently 
communicate rules and 
expectations?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Questions like these are a good jumping off point when you’re starting to think about signage for your space and plan how it can be made, or you’re thinking about updating your signage. Think about how the signage is branding the space, telling stories, and tying the space together (common colors, shapes, etc.). Art can also make cultural connections in your space. 

Upper left: pre-k kids painting signs, background made using pre-outlined letters and masking tape that they put down and then painted. Once dried, students can peel up the masking tape and it will leave clean lines.

Upper right: Cardozo high school students wanted their space to reflect the many places that students and/or their families are from so they created sign posts that captured.

Lower left: DC International School students wanted their entrance sign to reflect the DCI dragon logo and the languages at their school. We couldn't cut out their three-headed dragon, but we attempted three dragon heads that students painted welcome on in Chinese, Spanish and French.

Lower right: LaSalle Education Campus’ garden had some existing posts from an old art installation where they decided to build their garden. Several sides of each pole has various patterns painted by their 3rd graders and one side has the schools’ Core Values of Innovation, Unity, Integrity, Equity, and Perseverance.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The students at VanNess Elementary decided on their theme as inspired by their logo and proximity to the river. Once the theme was decided and 3-4 main colors, we picked out two blues and two greens that contrasted nicely. This theme and corresponding colors are present throughout the garden. Additionally, this space is right on a busy section of M St in Southeast, so the signage on the outside of the space doubles as a way to connect to community and provide some barrier against traffic when teaching.

CB staff did the jigsaw and sanding work, but students, parents and neighbors did the rest. Adults outlined the otters, supported on lettering, but these signs were very kid made.

Key tools: masking tape to outline seaweed lines, dowels, sponges and straws and dowels helped create the ‘bubbles’ on the different waves. Kids had a hand in most of this artwork; adults just were responsible for anything not age appropriate (jigsaw and in some cases sander) and helping to clean up lines/do touch ups).

The shapes and colors are cohesive throughout the space, as well as facing out to a main road so that the greater community sees them. We often encourage all spaces to include some form of inviting, inspiring, and innovative signage.



INVITING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are a few examples of Inviting signs: chalkboard paint and chalkboard markers can be really helpful in having a sign at the entrance of your garden that communicates upcoming events, how to get involved, and makes sure students and their families know how to be a part of the space. On the right, Kelly Miller students are helping update and decorate the farm sign.

Materials we often use: ¾” cdx plywood, primer, for large signs we save money by getting larger containers of outdoor acrylic paint, folk art non-toxic outdoor acrylic paint.



INSPIRING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Inspiring signs can come in lots of different forms. These are a few different examples.

Top: lyrics from a garden song that we sing frequently.
Let’s grow: at the UPO Early Childhood Garden they had a really big containing wall, so they decided a very simple mural and a large chalkboard wall felt like an inspiring welcome to their space. 



This image cannot currently be displayed.

INFORMATIVE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Informative: In the upper left, Cardozo Youth used masking tape to create straight lines. Cardozo’s garden is very open and many neighbors walk past/through so they wanted their signage to explain what the space was all about and that the produce was used in their business. 

Right: This is an example of a rules sign in the outdoor classroom.

Bottom left: This is a small portion of a signage project at DC Bilingual 6 or 7 years ago, where 3rd or 4th graders interviewed parents, staff, and nearby restaurants on different how different vegetables they were growing were used in different cuisines in their neighborhood and school community. They learned how to cook some of the dishes they heard about and then made signs that talked about what they learned. Not only did the students get a lot of compliments from staff, but neighbors and passersby often stopped to read the space.



ART & NON -VERBAL SIGNS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have art and other non-verbal signage, so the space is activated no matter what season it is. 

Upper Left: Chalkboard installation can be used to post inquiries or as a drawing station. These allow for the space to constantly change and reflect the work of students who’ve visited most recently.

Middle Left: Pictures of Mighty Greens Youth staff at Eastern High School. One youth staff took all of the pictures and then we printed them on engineering paper at Staples and wheat-pasted the pictures to the brick wall. These slowly deteriorate, but stay up for 2-3 seasons, which actually works out nicely so that new faces can get put up.

Right: Face project where scrap wood was painted by different kids and then glued on to the yellow background.



RECYCLED ART

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Old bike wheels: interactive spinning & kids wove cloth into the spokes for color and to prevent pinched fingers.

Recycled flowers: painted milk cartons petals and centers - adults helped cut the petals, but the shapes were kid drawn and painted

Recycled faces: different bottles, caps, and other things students could find repurposed to create faces. Students also wrote back stories for these creations. Glue was reinforced with some wire by adults.



PROCESS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We wanted to take a moment to talk about the process of making signs with kids, since we know it can be intimidating to take these kinds of projects on with classes that can include up to 30 students.

Left: Students from a 5th grade class were prompted to think about shape, color, and theme for a sign installation in small groups. We picked out ideas that we thought would work well, then transposed the shapes onto wood, cut, sanded, and primed the wood. 

Right: Later in the year, 3rd graders from the same school painted the background color. Here, they’re in small groups, they’re using small brushes, they have a small amount of pain to work from at a time, and they’ve been prompted about painting carefully with colors that will stain. They’re on a large fabric tarp outside. You can split up the group even further by having half the class go on a garden scavenger hunt with a teaching partner, and the other half painting with you. I did this project with the whole group. One girl did end up getting some in her hair when she pulled her paint shirt off, so watch out for that, but otherwise this went really well. Signs were left outside to dry in a hidden corner of the garden. 



FINAL PRODUCT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is how we installed them in the end. The signs greet kids from along the fencing and the visual cue helps with transitions into the garden. Volunteers from a community workday finished the details. Staff outlined the sections with sharpie, and adults and kids worked in small groups together to paint the colors. 



PROCESS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here you can see a pile of kid-made bird drawings in the upper left. They made these drawings as a final project in their garden creatures workshop, where 2nd graders learned about different species of birds that are native to their garden. City Blossoms staff cut, sanded, and primed the wood, and an intern transposed the drawings into simple outlines with big sections that would be easy for little hands to fill in with color. It can be helpful to think about it as a paint-by-number approach when you’re prompting kids. Which section needs which color? Are the borders of each section clear? You can even put a dot of the appropriate color in each section to cue them.



FINAL PRODUCT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We then installed the signs along the boundary of their garden. I broke the kids up into groups to paint them during their last day of garden class. 

This is a good example of where adult touch-up can be helpful. The boys who painted the cardinal did a great job, but they also, during their art-making process, found an ant in the middle of their masterpiece, which they then chased down with a paint-brush, resulting in an elaborate squiggle. I went back with the same background color and erased said squiggle. Now, no one can tell!

In summary, taking on signage projects is really rewarding in process and in result. It’s a great tool for grounding the garden in the school community and using it to foster positive youth development through art. These projects need a lot of staging and forethought to set yourself and the kids up for success, but the steps become second-nature in no time. When in doubt, I’d recommend breaking each task into different days. City Blossoms is working on a signage resource that should be available soon!



STORAGE AND ORGANIZATION

Some helpful strategies:

● Ke e p  th in g s close  

● La b e l sh e lve s a n d  b in s

● P rote ct  food

● Ma ke  a  c le a n in g  syste m  

● Org a n ize  b y a ct ivity

● Avoid  th e  ca tch -a ll b in

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When using garden as a classroom, organized storage on-site is helpful, especially when you are sharing this space. It’s a good idea to set something up so that educators don’t need to constantly transport frequently-used materials from the school to the garden. 

Smaller, shoebox-sized bins are really helpful to avoid catchall bins.

Shelves are important.

Communication about cleaning and storage systems keeps everyone on the same page.





FLEXIBLE SPACES
Consider tools that will allow for 
multiple uses when you set up a space
● Circle s or b e n ch e s for g a th e rin g  sp a ce s
● Fle xib le  se a t in g
● Ta b le s for sm a ll g rou p  work
● W h ite  b oa rd s or m ove a b le  A-Fra m e s
● P a th wa ys
● P op -u p  te n ts
● Bu cke ts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of your spaces are fully set up to be used for a wide variety of different activities in the garden.  But perhaps your space is not fully set up yet, or there are new ideas for how you might utilize a space.  There are always ways to add new features that do not require a lot of work or logistics to get in place right away.

Consider: how to integrate benches or stump circles for gathering spaces.  If you aren’t ready for that, or you have a wide variety of spaces you’d like to use, I encourage garden kneeling pads.  You can move them wherever you need them, and they provide students an understanding of where their space it.  

Consider: Table spaces for small group work.  Picnic tables are great for this.  If you aren’t there yet, or not sure where to place a picnic table, Costco sells fantastic foldable plastic tables that can be a table for students to use, a supply set up for activities, etc.

Consider: Large chalk or white boards are excellent for big group introductions, but can be hard if you want to have signage or temporary information in multiple places.  The A frame chalkboard is a great tool to be able to move your set up around your space, and are relatively inexpensive (Sticky pads also work for this, depending on set up).  

Consider: how students will move through a space.  Pathways are of course great for this, but also consider signage that students might follow to work their way through a space.

Consider: Shade structures.  Shade sails and buildings are excellent shade, but if there is a space you really want to use that may only be unbearable for those first couple of weeks in August or September, consider a pop up tent as well.

Consider: Buckets.  A 5 gallon bucket is a watering can, a holster for trowels, an art supply carrier, a compost lugger.  It is a great tool in the garden, and cheap.  You can probably never have too many 5 gallon buckets.



MINDFUL SPACES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you use outdoor spaces more and more, you may find there are students that need mental or physical breaks from the rest of the group.  Consider incorporating some of the following into your spaces:
Dig beds can be a great place to send kids who need to cool off or are not quite ready to focus.  Of course, you can have a dedicated dig bed, but you can also always make sure you have some corner of a bed or pot available with a sign that says Dig Here with a trowel nearby.
Weaving stations: You can have students make their own weaving frames with sticks, or build a classroom weaving loom with bamboo, eye hooks and string.  This can be an excellent self-guided activities too.
Sensory Plants: Plants with strong smells and soft textures can be a great way to ground students.  Asking them to focus on what they are smelling can be a great way to connect students with past experiences or build real world connections to things they’ve tasted before.
Take a break corner:  If you use a take a break space in your classroom, you should consider setting up a similar space in your garden.  A chair, stump, or kneeling pad surrounded by sensory plants can be a great way to do this.  
Sit spots: A great nature-connection practice, a sit-spot is simply the idea that students sit in the same spot in nature on an ongoing basis (maybe 5-15 minutes every week, every month), and notice changes in their spot.  This can be a nature journaling activity, or if you are introducing meditation, it can be a great opportunity to include those practices as well.  
And of course, gardening activities themselves can be great mindfulness activities.  Consider having watering cans (or full buckets with cups) you can ask students to water too.




BOUNDARIES
If you want your students to explore the space independently, 

or break up into small groups, consider:

● W h e re  th e y will g o
● How you  will e xp la in  th e  b ou n d a rie s to  th e m
● If th e re  a re  visu a l re m in d e rs of th e  b ou n d a rie s (i.e . sh ru b s, fe n ce s, sig n s, e tc .)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where and how your garden is set up will make a big difference for how you use your space.  I have gone to school gardens that line up right against sidewalks on the streets, or school gardens that are directly between their school and their playground, and those can be challenging situations to navigate how you comfortably use a space with a group of students.

It is very helpful, as you think about your lessons, to think about where you want the students to go, and any physical cues you can give them.  Older students, above third grade, may very will be fine with “do you see where the ground slopes down there?” But a kindergarten student may need a more obvious indication like: we’re keeping our feet on the garden path, or, we’re staying behind the sidewalk.”

Trumpet vine - native to MD, and can offer some color to fences. (image: https://i0.wp.com/gardendrum.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/GardenDrum-PDudman-Orange-Trumpet-Creeper-Fence.jpg)

Living fences- more environmentally friendly but still serves the purpose (pickle barrels and rope, etc).

Hula hoops to help give students social distancing cues (or ropes)
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LESSON PLANNING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that you’ve got all the ideas for your garden in place, this section is all about how you actually plan your lessons to work for your students in your garden.  

It can be hard in the garden to really break up a large group so you can dive into specific content.  We’re going to start here with some of our favorite facilitate, small group activities, but then we’ll share examples of how we actually are able to get these small groups to happen.  This small group work really allows you to get very hands on with groups.

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org
http://www.osse.dc.gov/SERVICE/NUTRITION-SERVICES


SCIENCE IN THE GARDEN

● Experiments as guided vs. unguided activities
● Seed Starting: Great introduction to the scientific method

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children are natural scientists.  They are always asking questions: how often do you all hear “why?”  Great to foster this in the garden.

If I had to pick one specific type of science experiment I would focus on in the garden, it would certainly be seed starting.  There are so many ways to introduce the scientific method.  Problems, hypotheses, variables, results, conclusions.  You can really dig in. In early childhood, this may look like asking students to do the classic seed starting activity pictured on the left, and asking what they think will happen over time (drawing change over time).  For older students, it may involve comparing different seeds and how long it takes for them to germinate, or what happens if you water seeds at different rates, or in different soil media.  To some extent, the sky's the limit.

But of course, if you leave a student in the garden long enough, they will create their own experiments too and dive in with their own questions; the garden can really foster student-led inquiry and drive a connection to the real world.  After all, they all eat.  





SCIENCE IN THE GARDEN
● Habitat surveys

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Habitat surveys are a really fun garden science project. On the left, you can see where 5th graders learned about the garden energy flow in the classroom. We went over the different roles that living things have in the garden and practiced matching examples of different native creatures to each category. Then, we went out into the garden to do a habitat survey informed by this ecology knowledge.

You can do this by splitting the garden up into sections and assigning a group to each one. Brightly colored string can work well to mark out boundaries, and clipboards work well for collecting data notes. 

As a follow up, you can do this again at different times of year, and do a charting or graphing project in the classroom to represent changes in the numbers of individuals over time. 

In the photo on the right, you can see Willa investigating how many swallowtail caterpillars are in the carrots bed with young gardeners. 

In fifth grade, we used the habitat survey as a jumping of point for a research project that was grounded in literacy skills, and finished the workshop with a large classroom mural complete with student-made illustrations of the living things they studied. 



SCIENCE IN THE GARDEN: 
Decomposition Observation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Decomposition is also a nice jumping-off point for observations and experiments. 

Students can identify different kinds of decomposers and chart how many of each they find. 

They can also observe the changes in something simple like a banana peel over a period of time. They can then compare that to something that isn’t biodegradable, like a plastic bag. 

Here, you can see that we’ve used hula hoops to assign each group to one observation station, and you can also see young kids using one of our favorite tools, a magnifying glass. 



COOKING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Food is a huge motivator.  The most excited classes will always be the ones where you cook and eat food.

Making this more accessible is important. Check out our free resources page linked on schoology for our cooking box list with some of our favorite tools.



ACTIVITY STATIONS

www.slido.co
m

Event code 
#31884

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Activity stations can be a great way for students to explore and learn independently. This can be a great outdoor management tool if you’re trying to run a more structured lesson with part of you class. If you have set stations that work for you sometimes having a set place that an activity happens or a box that has all of the materials in one place can make this easier to pull out whenever.

Just like in a classroom after students have run through stations a few times things go way more smoothly. Having a few times towards the beginning of the school year to run through stations, may make it easier to use them as a way to incorporate independent work for part of the class while part of the class does something more structured. 

http://www.slido.com


IMAGINATIVE PLAY 
& MUSIC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Music Box or wall: the wall or section is really fun and makes for spontaneous music making, but can also be really distracting when you’re trying to do something more focused. If you want something that’s easier to put away try a box of musical instruments in a garden shed.

Scarves, fabric, ribbons and string: hanging fabric (like on the right at Seaton’s Garden stage) can make performances and play extra exciting. A box of material that can be used for tying, decorating, and playing can lead to lots innovating.



GARDEN LIBRARY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quiet reading corner. Check out our library list for some new ideas on nature and food themed  books.



NATURE ART 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nature faces and mandalas: if you don’t want to have to worry about kids picking things try pre-cutting leaves, flowers, stem, pea pods, sticks etc. Sometimes having a partially started activity or picture can inspire. Putting out a piece of paper as a background also helps. We don’t tend to glue these, but if you want them to last beyond the afternoon take a picture. At some schools we’ve seen garden sheds or classrooms with nature art installations.

Nature bracelets: Once everyone has tape bracelets sticky side out, this can be super independent.

Chalk: doesn’t just have to be chalkboards - sidewalks, logs, rain barrels, walls, raised beds. Sometimes starting a picture or posing a challenge can be a fun prompt.



WATERING/WATER PLAY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Watering often seems to be a favorite, but can be a hard independent activity if you have to fill up all the watering cans. If your class gets into a habit of filling their own cans in a bucket or with a rain barrel the water station gets a lot less adult dependent for younger kids. Although this might result in more wet shoes than on the left. 



LOOSE PARTS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the right: This was a building competition with several different categories including structure, aesthetics, height, etc. For most of the competition, the students were working completely independently once the box of loose parts had been taken out of the shed. Helps with problem-solving. 

From buildings, cities, bridges, worm towns to sculptures loose parts in a particular area or digging bed is a great independent station. Material ideas: scrap wood pieces, pvc pipe whole and cut in half, small stump pieces, bark, dowels, etc. Definitely want to sand most of these really well.



MUD KITCHEN & DIGGING BED

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of our loose parts in action!

Have a bed where it’s okay to just explore, whether it’s looking for worms or using as a mud kitchen. Have a set of kitchen utensils that are okay to use in the mud kitchen--just make to make sure that they are labeled, so you don’t accidentally use them to cook somethings!



INDEPENDENT WORK
Types of activities:
● Sca ve n g e r h u n ts

● Ca te g ory a ct ivit ie s

● Na tu re  Jou rn a lin g

● In d e p e n d e n t  re a d in g  or writ in g

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gardens are often best used as spaces for independent exploration as it lets students guide their own learning and go with their curiosity.  That said, it is very helpful to provide some instruction and guidance to get these sorts of independent activities started.
Scavenger hunts
There are all sorts of existing scavenger hunts online, but we appreciate the ability to make our own based on what we are trying to work on in the lesson.  In the middle there is an example of a Parts of a Plant scavenger hunt we use to help students find different plant parts we eat in the garden, but it could be other things- bingo boards with colors, seeking out examples of insect predation, etc.
Right below that, you see a laminated paper sign with a cucumber plant on it.  This is one of my favorite activities to do as an introduction to the garden.  The cards have the full plants on the image (not just the parts you eat), and then you can send the students off with a card of their own to find the plant.  It can be really fun to see them place the cucumber sign in the melon or squash patch, and talk about the similarities between plants.  I love this activity because it really allows students to use their own observation skills to identify the plants themselves.  
Rainbow Cards: paint chips can be a great way to explore the garden, especially for little ones, as it allows them to explore by color.  You can have them collect items like this image, or just have them find their matching colors.
Seed sorting.
Nature Journaling/ Sit Spot time
And don’t forget that outdoor spaces can be a fantastic way to complete activities you already do inside, whether that is independent reading, writing, etc.  Doing those activities outside can provide you a lot of the benefits of working outside without having to design new activities.

https://kidsgardening.org/blog-activities-for-the-first-day/ (rainbow cards)



HELPFUL TOOLS
● Clipboards (storage clipboards) and pencils
● Exploratory materials (hand lenses, weather stations, tweezers)
● Prepared activities (like scavenger hunt cards), paint chips, etc.)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Classroom or small group sets of materials ready to go can make the experience of heading out into the garden much easier.  The activity kits, of course, but also materials for student work.

Clipboards are invaluable for those using the garden as a living laboratory.  Especially right now, I highly recommend the aluminum clipboards that also have storage.  That way, each student can have their own sets of supplies with them.  If you already have clipboards, though, you can attach bags of supplies to each board as well.




TONE -SETTING

WWW.WASHINGTONYOUTHGARDEN.ORG | WWW.OSSE.DC.GOV/SERVICE/NUTRITION -SERVICES|        @WASHYOUTHGARDEN

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students are used to outdoor time being play time.  One of the most critical things you as an educator will have to do to lead successful lessons outside is to set the tone that this is a learning opportunity. This is especially critical if you know your students have used your garden as a playground, or a part of their playground, in the past. 
-eg. Our garden at Center City Trinidad Campus is directly next to their playground. This creates excellent opportunities for informal learning if we are outside during their learning, but requires specific agreements and understandings when we use that space for lessons. Let’s talk about how we do that.

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org
http://www.osse.dc.gov/SERVICE/NUTRITION-SERVICES


WYG garden agreements:

1. P ick with  p e rm ission
2. Sta y on  th e  p a th  a n d  g ra ss.
3. Re sp e ct  a ll livin g  th in g s
4 . Bon u s: Ha ve  fu n .

GARDEN AGREEMENTS

www.slido.co
m

Event code 
#31884

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Decide if your whole school will use the same agreements, or if these are your classroom agreements.

Just like you do inside, set up your classroom garden agreements
Simple
Easy to follow
Consistent to enforce

Setting expectations for time in the garden:
Agenda
Know what they will do
Know what they need to bring

Sli.do poll: put in your rules (one at a time)


http://www.slido.com


SONGS AND MOVEMENT
● Bug song
● I am a bulb
● We’re going on a garden hunt
● Banana Slug String Band songs
● Create your own songs!

Movement:
● Walk like a caterpillar
● Move like a butterfly
● Let’s practice putting on our gardener 

hats
● Let’s get into farmer pose

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Songs and movement are a great way to focus energy when kids are excited about going outside. I often start classes with a circle and a song or movement series. Here, you can see a group of 4th graders doing plant-part yoga, a really great movement series I learned at the youth garden. You can group up and do it again once you’re in the garden to help with continuity and attention. 



PHYSICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Being outside is inherently 
different:

● Te m p e ra tu re
● Su n  (a lwa ys fa ce  th e  su n  

you rse lf)
● Con sid e r th e  win d
● A lit t le  b it  o f ra in  d oe sn ’t  h a ve  

to  b e  sca ry

Bu t  a lso  th e  sa m e :

● Ge t  d own  on  th e ir le ve l
● Se t  c le a r e xp e cta t ion s
● Ba th room s a n d  c le a n u p  

a lwa ys ta ke  lon g e r th a n  
you ’d  like .

W W W .W ASHINGTONYOUTHGARDEN.ORG | W W W .OSSE.DC.GOV/SERVICE/NUTRITION-SERVICES |        @W ASHYOUTHGARDEN

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Being outside for more than 20 minutes when they are asked to focus can be different than going outside for recess or just walking outside.  Children definitely get colder.  Consider movement breaks!

Helpful to have a story- attach a piece of information to it.


http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org
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GO WITH THE FLOW!

WWW.WASHINGTONYOUTHGARDEN.ORG | WWW.OSSE.DC.GOV/SERVICE/NUTRITION -SERVICES|        @WASHYOUTHGARDEN

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Patience and consistency is a real virtue in outdoor learning.
Sometimes, opportunities will present themselves.  
A spider will come across a path.
A tomato may have fallen off a path rotten and squished.
A child may be very scared of something they encounter.
Take a moment.  Pause.  Figure out what the learning opportunity is, and let your students stretch.  
Many outdoor educators note that they are given a heads up about specific students only to find that those students absolutely shine in outdoor settings.  There is real power in giving your students different types of opportunities to succeed, and outdoor learning is definitely one of those.

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org
http://www.osse.dc.gov/SERVICE/NUTRITION-SERVICES
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Q & A

http://www.washingtonyouthgarden.org
http://www.osse.dc.gov/SERVICE/NUTRITION-SERVICES


All webinars will 
be recorded & 

uploaded to our 
Schoology 

course page
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