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Welcome!

• We look forward to speaking and meeting 
with you today!

• Please be advised that we have turned off your 
video and audio capabilities to preserve 
bandwidth. Please feel free to share any ideas 
or ask any questions by typing them in the chat.

• We will be recording this meeting. The 
presentation, audio and a transcript will be 
posted to the Next Generation Assessment 
Meetings webpage.
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https://osse.dc.gov/service/next-generation-assessment-meetings
https://osse.dc.gov/service/next-generation-assessment-meetings


Office of the State 
Superintendent of 

Education (OSSE) Office 
of Assessments

In partnership with key stakeholders, we create a 
comprehensive educational assessment program 
that:

• accurately measures student performance;

• produces actionable data; and

• provides tools, guidance and training to 
empower local education agencies 
(LEAs) to meet the needs of all learners 
and make informed decisions.

Mission Statement
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OSSE Office of 
Assessments

Statewide Assessments

National Assessment of Reading and 
Math, select schools, grades 4 and 8

English Language Proficiency, grades K-12​

General Statewide Assessments
ELA and Mathematics, grades 3 – high school
Science, grades 5, 8,and high school biology 

Alternate ELA and Mathematics, grades 3-8 and 11

Alternate Science, grades 5, 8, and high school biology
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• 2024-25 Assessment Reporting

• 2025-26 Participation and Performance Policy

• Alternate Assessment Eligibility  

• 2025-26 Statewide Assessment Resources

• Updating IDS/All Staff 

• 2025-26 Assessment Administration

• DC CAPE 2.0

• Q & A

Agenda



OSSE Office of 
Assessments

Stephanie Snyder, Director of Assessments​

Chelsea Charland, Deputy Director of Assessments

Yolanda Barber, Assessment Specialist, Math​

Taylor Honkala, Assessment Specialist, Communications

Debbie Menard, Assessment Specialist, Science​​​

Rachel Knaizer, Assessment Specialist, ELA and Test 
Administration​​​

Rohini Ramnath, Assessment Specialist, Test Security 

Cassidy Schenley, Assessment Specialist, NAEP State Coordinator​

Team Members
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Assessment Statewide Test Window

NAEP
(Selected schools only)

Jan. 26 – March 20, 2026

WIDA ACCESS / Alternate 
ACCESS Feb. 9 – March 20, 2026

MSAA and DLM March 9 – April 24, 2026

DC CAPE
DC ELA, DC Math, DC Science

April 6 – May 22, 2026
(Paper accommodation window: April 6 – May 15, 2026)​

2025-26 Statewide Testing Windows
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Assessment Reporting Spring 2025
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• Individual Student Reports (ISRs) and Interpretive Guides to ISRs

• Sample ISRs and translated sample ISRs are posted on OSSE’s website​

• Student ISRs will be posted for download in the Statewide Longitudinal Education Data 
(SLED) system 

• Student ISRs and Interpretive Guides for Student Reports have been delivered to schools 

• Public 2025 Data Files and Resources

• 2024-25 District of Columbia Results Presentation​

• 2024-25 English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics State-Level Results

• 2024-25 ELA and Mathematics LEA-Level Results

• 2024-25 ELA and Mathematics School-Level Results

Math and ELA Reporting Resources
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https://osse.dc.gov/assessmentresults2024
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Accessing ISRs in SLED
• Login to SLED using your credentials.

• Click Programs > Next Generation 
Assessment Results.

• Each content table includes the results of 
students who tested at the school for the 
given year, as well as students who are 
currently enrolled at the school but tested 
at another school. To view or download 
individual score reports for a student, click 
the View link under the Individual Student 
Report column; or click the USI link (for 
currently enrolled students only) and 
select the Assessments tab.

• To view the entire results file, click to 
export the DC CAPE Results to a .csv file 
for further analysis.
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https://sled.osse.dc.gov/


• The portal is a user-friendly platform that gives caregivers access to their student’s DC CAPE 
results, parent resources, high-level student performance information, and a downloadable 
PDF of the Individual Student Report (ISR).

DC CAPE Family Portal
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DC CAPE Family Portal

• Families may access the Family 
Portal using a QR code printed on 
each student's score report and logging 
in with an access code.

• Unique login information has been created 
by Pearson for each student and has been 
provided to each LEA via Box and is available 
for non-public schools for family 
distribution.

• The Office of Assessments provided further 
instructions regarding report access codes 
via NGA Bulletin and email.
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• Sept. 30: Embargoed participation and achievement results were made 
available in Phase III of MCC​. 
▪ Certification deadline is Oct. 24.

• ISRs have been shipped to schools with ELA and Math ISRs.
▪ Alternate ISRs were also included in these shipments

• All science data will be public in the December DC School Report 
Card release​​.

• Science reporting files and resources will be consistent with those 
published for ELA and math.

Science Results Release Timeline



Participation and Performance Policy
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• The annual Statewide Assessments Participation and Performance Policy details 
expected participants in each statewide assessment, and how participation and 
performance calculations are made.

• Participation and performance policies will largely be consistent with prior years.

• The final policy for 2025-26 will be released later in October.

• During the 2025-26 school year statewide assessment season, it is expected that all 
students enrolled in courses with required assessments will participate in the 
corresponding assessments.

• Students participating in routine distance learning or hybrid learning will participate in 
assessments in person.

• LEAs can assess students at any time within the statewide window for each assessment.

Participation and Performance Policy Overview
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In spring 2026, DC will administer the following statewide assessments:

• DC CAPE
• English language arts/literacy (ELA): Grades 3-8, ELA I and ELA II
• Mathematics: Grades 3-8, Algebra I and Geometry

• Students who took Geometry in middle school will take Algebra II in high school as their required assessment

• Science: Grades 5, 8 and Biology

• MSAA ELA and mathematics: Grades 3-8, 11/C3

• DLM Science: Grades 5, 8 and Biology

• WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Alternate ACCESS: K-12

• NAEP: Reading and mathematics, grades 4 and 8 (selected schools only)

2025-26 Required Statewide Assessments
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• Students in grades 3-8 must take the assessment for the grade that aligns with their 
assessment and reporting grade at the time of testing, unless they are taking an 
advanced mathematics course in grades 7 and 8 with an associated high 
school assessment.

• Students in grades 7 and 8 only who are taking advanced high school math courses may 
take the associated Algebra I or Geometry assessments in middle school instead of the 
grade-level math assessment ​.

• Students must take at least one mathematics assessment in high school, per federal 
requirements. If a student has completed both the Algebra I and Geometry assessments 
before grade 9, they are required to take the Algebra II assessment in high school.

• Students in grade 8 must take their grade-specific assessment in ELA and science.

Grade-Level Assessment Expectations
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• The US Department of Education has provided guidance that students are "recently 
arrived" if they have less than 12 cumulative months in US schools.

• OSSE uses the "New to US" and EL statuses in the LEA SIS, after validating with prior 
years' enrollments, for assessment exclusions for recently arrived EL students

▪ LEAs can use the “Early Access to EL Data” sheet in Qlik to verify students’ information

• Recently arrived EL students are exempt from taking the ELA assessment but must 
take the appropriate math and science assessments, though they are not included in 
performance reports.

Recently Arrived EL Policy
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• High School Transfer Students in Advanced Coursework: If an incoming high school 
transfer student has advanced past the coursework aligned to the required 
assessments, the student does not have to test at their new school.

• Examples include:

▪ A student who transfers to a school in the District in grade 11 and is taking grade 11 ELA and AP 
Calculus. This student would not be required to test.

▪ NEW: A student who transfers to a school in the District who has previously taken a high school 
biology course and is enrolled in AP Biology. This student would not be required to take the DC 
CAPE Science Assessment for high school biology.

2025-26 OSSE Assessments Participation and Performance 
Policy Updates – Transfer Students



Alternate Assessment Eligibility
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• ESSA allows states to assess students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities using alternate 
statewide assessments aligned to alternate academic 
achievement standards

• Participation in alternate statewide assessments is 
limited to 1% of the state’s assessed population in each 
content area - English language arts (ELA), math, science

• The alternate assessments in the District are:
▪ WIDA Alternate ACCESS – alternate English Proficiency 

assessment for EL students

▪ Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) – alternate math and 
ELA assessment

▪ Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) – alternate science proficiency 
assessment

Alternate Assessments Overview 

English Language Proficiency, grades K-12​

Alternate ELA and Mathematics, grades 3-8 and 11

Alternate Science, grades 5, 8, and high school biology
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• Initial applications are due October 14th

• Training on processes took place on Sept. 25th

▪ Slides, recording, and transcript will be posted on OSSE's Alternate Assessment Eligibility 
webpage

▪ The Alternate Assessment Eligibility Process memo can be found on the same page, and is linked 
here

• The Alternate Assessment Quickbase App is now open 
▪ Review the roster of students and ensure that all expected students are accounted for 

• Eligibility determinations will be available Nov. 21

• If you have questions or need assistance with a specific student, please submit an OST 
ticket 

▪ *No student PII over email 

Alternate Assessment Eligibility 

https://osse.dc.gov/service/participation-criteria-and-forms-alternate-districtwide-assessments
https://osse.dc.gov/service/participation-criteria-and-forms-alternate-districtwide-assessments
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/service_content/attachments/2025-26%20OSSE%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Eligibility%20Process%20Memo_FINAL.pdf
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Timelines 
Task Timeline System

LEAs add or update documentation in Special Programs Start of School Year – Oct. 14 Special Programs

LEAs can view the roster of students with alternate 
assessment applications Sept. 30 – Oct. 14 Quickbase

Deadline for LEAs to update Alternate Assessment 
Applications and supporting documentation Oct. 14, 2025 Special Programs

OSSE reviews documentation in Special Programs Oct. 15 – Nov. 20, 2025 Special Programs

Initial eligibility determinations made available to LEAs Nov. 21, 2025 Quickbase

Final deadline for late applications Nov. 21, 2025 Special Programs Database

LEA appeals window for denied applicants Nov. 21 - Dec. 5, 2025 Quickbase;
Special Programs

OSSE reviews appeals documentation and eligibility 
applications for transfer students or students who have new 
disability determinations  

Dec. 6, 2025 – Jan. 6, 2026 Quickbase;
Special Programs

Final Eligibility Determinations available to LEAs Jan. 7, 2026 Quickbase



2025-26 Statewide Assessment Resources
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• The OSSE Office of Assessments has updated the two-page readiness guides for each of 
the statewide assessment programs for SY25-26. These guides provide a high-level 
overview of activities associated with the administration of each assessment program.

• Guides are posted to the OSSE Test Coordinator webpage.

Spring 2026 Assessment Readiness Guides

https://osse.dc.gov/page/test-coordinator-resources
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• Introducing the LEA Assessment Manager (LAM) Toolkit 

▪ An introductory document that reviews the assessments, timelines, role expectations, and more 
in a direct and digestible document (6 pages total) 

▪ This is not a comprehensive document – it is intended to provide an overview and redirects to 
various resources 

• 2025-26 Assessment Training Calendar

▪ Training dates will be posted both as a list and in a calendar format 

▪ Calendars will cover 3 months at a time 
▪ The first covers training dates from October – December 

▪ Dates may change – any changes will be noted in the NGA Bulletin 

• Both resources will be available on OSSE’s Test Coordinator Resources webpage

New! Resources

https://osse.dc.gov/page/test-coordinator-resources
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Tentative Assessment Training Dates and OSSE Closures

October 2025
▪ Oct 1 – October NGA Meeting | 11:00 AM–12:00 PM | Microsoft Teams
▪ Oct 10 – New LEA Assessment Manager Training (Option 1) | 10:30 AM–12:00 PM | Microsoft Teams
▪ Oct 13 – Office Closed: Indigenous Peoples' Day

November 2025
▪ Nov 5 – November NGA Meeting | 11:00 AM–12:00 PM | Microsoft Teams
▪ Nov 11 – Office Closed: Veterans Day
▪ Nov 12 – New LEA Assessment Manager Training (Option 2) | 1:00 PM–2:30 PM | Microsoft Teams
▪ Nov 19 – WIDA ACCESS for Test Coordinators | 1:00 PM–2:30 PM | Microsoft Teams
▪ Nov 27 – Office Closed: Thanksgiving Holiday

December 2025
▪ Dec 3 – December NGA Meeting | 11:00 AM–12:00 PM | Microsoft Teams
▪ Dec 10 – Test Security Training 1 | 10:00 AM–12:00 PM | Microsoft Teams
▪ Dec 25 – Office Closed: Christmas Day



Updating All Staff Integrated Data Submission (IDS) 
Information for SY25-26
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• OSSE requires LEAs to designate an LEA Assessment Manager for each academic year.

• LEA Assessment Manager contact information must be updated in the All Staff Integrated 
Data Submission (IDS) portal for the 2025-26 school year for both LEAs and Nonpublic Schools.

• All contact information will be taken from IDS.
• Test Coordinator accounts will be manually created by the Assessment Team for ACCESS, MSAA and DLM 

assessment portals based on information in IDS.

• DC CAPE LEA Test Coordinator accounts will be automatically created based on information in IDS. 

• Accounts will be created for the following roles in IDS, as applicable:
• LEA Assessment Manager

• ACCESS for ELLs Assessment Coordinator

• DC CAPE Assessments Coordinator

• MSAA/DLM Assessments Coordinator

All Staff IDS and Assessment Account Creation 



Role Designations
POC Name Permission Level Description

LEA 
Assessment 

Manager

LEA This individual is accountable for serving as the primary 
point of contact for all statewide assessment functions, 
including: implementing assessment polices; developing 
and implementing LEA assessment policies; training; 
managing administration; liaising with LEA and OSSE 
Data Managers; managing LEA-level reporting; 
disseminating communications.

MSAA/DLM 
Assessments 
Coordinator

LEA This individual may be accountable for: assessment 
rostering; training; managing administration; liaising with 
LEA Assessment Manager; liaising with LEA Data 
Manager; communications.
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Role Designations
POC Name Permission Level Description

ACCESS for ELLs 
Assessment 
Coordinator

LEA This individual may be accountable for: assessment 
rostering; training; managing administration; liaising with 
LEA Assessment Manager; liaising with LEA Data 
Manager; communications.

DC CAPE 
Assessments 
Coordinator

LEA This individual may be accountable for: assessment 
rostering; training; managing administration; liaising with 
LEA Assessment Manager; liaising with LEA Data 
Manager; communications.
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2025-26 Assessment Administration
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NAEP
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National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
• This year, NAEP will be administered to selected schools in grades 4 and 8 reading 

and math.

• NAEP is the only assessment that provides a common measure of student 
achievement across all 50 states plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico

• NAEP results allow states to looks at their progress over time and compare 
themselves to national public schools, other states, or other large urban districts

• NAEP is a congressionally mandated project administered by National Center for 
Education Services (NCES)



36

• School Technology Surveys are closed.

▪ Most schools will use school-based equipment, a change from previous years

• Assessment Dates are finalized soon

▪ Assessment dates will be available in the AMS come early Nov.

▪ Assessment dates can be rescheduled, but only considered if requested early
▪ Assessment date changes are not guaranteed

• Next up: finalizing enrollments; getting a call from field staff, finalizing logistics for 
NAEP team to visit for assessment

• Coming in late Fall/early Winter: NAEP student sample lists for review

• NAEP Assessment Window: Jan. 26 - March 20, 2026

Next Steps for NAEP



WIDA ACCESS
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• The WIDA consortium designs and implements proficiency standards and assessments 
for students in grades K-12 who are English learners (ELs).

• Assessments are designed to determine English language proficiency and to monitor 
students progress towards English language proficiency. Suite of summative 
assessments includes:

▪ WIDA ACCESS for Kindergarten
▪ WIDA ACCESS Online (grades 1-12)
▪ WIDA ACCESS Paper (grades 1-12)
▪ WIDA Alternate ACCESS (grades K-12)

WIDA ACCESS & Alternate ACCESS
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October WIDA Updates

New and Revised 
Resources Trainings Action Items

Family Handouts and 
Webpages

WIDA Test 
Coordinator and Test 
Administrator Training Site-ID
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• Updates to Family Handouts

▪ A brand-new What is WIDA Screener? handout for families (it replaces the Explaining ELL Status 
and What Is Language Testing? flyers, which were retired July 1, 2025)

▪ A brand-new What is WIDA Alternate Screener? handout for families

▪ A redesigned the What is WIDA ACCESS? handout for families

• Updates to WIDA Webpages

▪ Consolidated three WIDA Screener webpages (Online, Paper, Kindergarten) into one WIDA 
Screener webpage

▪ A brand-new WIDA Alternate Screener webpage and WIDA Alternate Screener Score Calculator
webpage

▪ Refreshed and combined the content on three WIDA ACCESS webpages (Online, Paper, 
Kindergarten) into one WIDA ACCESS webpage

New and Updated Resources from WIDA

https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138450&elqTrackId=6256EE5B3CDB09EC9273028D87F7C9AE&elq=10ddbff4a27d4c2a821db43cd7ec6a9b&elqaid=68569&elqat=1&elqak=8AF56E5DD1936DE89ECB51BCB8F5A06E94F555F2E2BCF9B20FD27FBAD4F1A7E68982
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138449&elqTrackId=0C79FC0C9F6BA378578A76CA423D23D1&elq=10ddbff4a27d4c2a821db43cd7ec6a9b&elqaid=68569&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5A140D6D41B833376EB88BE23CF1FA0E955F2E2BCF9B20FD27FBAD4F1A7E68982
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138448&elqTrackId=F1347F5215EA5E267C610C2C7758DF8F&elq=10ddbff4a27d4c2a821db43cd7ec6a9b&elqaid=68569&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5B2A7962656ABA7DEED45B880D23A5EC355F2E2BCF9B20FD27FBAD4F1A7E68982
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138447&elqTrackId=274CC692EB02BF5DE0A549B67E749054&elq=10ddbff4a27d4c2a821db43cd7ec6a9b&elqaid=68569&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5C5618A52B68EAD442E2DC6E0DF57416F55F2E2BCF9B20FD27FBAD4F1A7E68982
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138447&elqTrackId=274CC692EB02BF5DE0A549B67E749054&elq=10ddbff4a27d4c2a821db43cd7ec6a9b&elqaid=68569&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5C5618A52B68EAD442E2DC6E0DF57416F55F2E2BCF9B20FD27FBAD4F1A7E68982
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138446&elqTrackId=3EC6440C375CEBA224D0034F253CF0AB&elq=10ddbff4a27d4c2a821db43cd7ec6a9b&elqaid=68569&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5773604A28A0B8060FFB291E217F2B48A55F2E2BCF9B20FD27FBAD4F1A7E68982
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138445&elqTrackId=96A902AF2860EF7F421698AF536E5D77&elq=10ddbff4a27d4c2a821db43cd7ec6a9b&elqaid=68569&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5B0D600B5878E523C4127870F536F9C9955F2E2BCF9B20FD27FBAD4F1A7E68982
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138444&elqTrackId=2B6CE5FDF2C016EE8B9E45426C2ADC47&elq=10ddbff4a27d4c2a821db43cd7ec6a9b&elqaid=68569&elqat=1&elqak=8AF532FB40678268EFCC568D1B165C28F40555F2E2BCF9B20FD27FBAD4F1A7E68982
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• Beginning in the 2025-26 school year, all WIDA Screener, WIDA Alternate Screener, WIDA 
ACCESS, and WIDA Alternate ACCESS test coordinators and test administrators must 
successfully complete the appropriate training(s) annually by passing the course quiz with at 
least an 80%.

• Training courses include:
▪ Kindergarten ACCESS: Administration and Scoring
▪ Speaking for Grades 1-5: Scoring WIDA ACCESS Paper
▪ Speaking for Grades 6-12: Scoring WIDA ACCESS Paper
▪ WIDA ACCESS Online: Administration
▪ WIDA ACCESS Paper: Administration
▪ WIDA Alternate ACCESS: Administration and Scoring

• OSSE will audit authorized personnel lists to ensure training completion.

WIDA Trainings: Updates
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• The first step in preparing for the 2025-26 WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Alternate ACCESS 
administration is to update the Site ID file. 

• The Site ID file collects LEA and school names, addresses, and School Test Coordinator 
(TC) contact information. This information will be used to order and ship materials 
directly to schools. 

• Beginning the week of Oct. 6, LEA Assessment Managers and LEA ACCESS Coordinators 
will receive an email requesting a review of their Site ID information.

• The email will provide specific instructions about how to review and revise the file.

• All confirmations or revisions must be returned no later than Oct. 31.

Next Steps for ACCESS: Site ID File
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WIDA ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS Timeline of Activities
Dates​ Activities​

Oct. 6 – 31, 2025 Review, revise, and return Site-ID file 

Nov. 4 – Dec. 6, 2025 Complete and upload Pre-ID file into Quickbase app

Before Testing: 
Trainings

Complete the trainings below:
• Self-paced online WIDA ACCESS Trainings no later than two weeks before administration
• Attend live webinars for WIDA ACCESS Coordinators, Test Administrators, and WIDA 

Kindergarten ACCESS
Feb. 9 – March 24, 2026 WIDA ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS administration window​



MSAA
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• Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities take an alternate statewide 
assessment in place of DC ELA and DC Math, the Multi-State Alternate Assessment 
(MSAA).

• The MSAA’s English language arts and mathematics assessments are required for 
students in grades 3-8 ,11, and C3 who qualify for the alternate assessment.

• The MSAA is primarily administered online, with built-in supports to help students 
respond independently.

• For additional information, please visit www.msaastates.com.

Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) 
Overview

https://www.msaastates.com/
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MSAA Timeline of Activities
Dates​ Activities​

By January 30, 2026 Registration for eligible students in grades 3-8, 11 and C3 will be completed by OSSE and should be 
verified by LEAs

Before Testing: 
Trainings

Complete the trainings below:
• February 10: OSSE MSAA Overview for Test Coordinators
• Available February 13: Required online Test Coordinator and Test Administrator modules in the MSAA 

system
Before Testing OSSE creates LEA and Nonpublic School Test Coordinator accounts in the MSAA System

• LEAs are responsible for creating School Test Coordinator & Test Administrator accounts

March 9 – April 24​ MSAA administration window​



Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)
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• The DLM Science assessment is a computer-based assessment that serves the small 
proportion of the student population with significant cognitive disabilities. 

• This assessment is built to allow multiple ways for students to demonstrate their knowledge, 
skills, and understandings.

• DLM is administered to students eligible to take alternate assessments who are in grade 5, 
grade 8, or enrolled in high school biology. 

• There are two platforms that LEAs and schools can access for the DLM administration: 
▪ Kite Educator Portal: This is the secure website where LEA/school staff will 

manage student data, access test materials such as test tickets, and create 
student-parent connections for the Kite Parent Portal.

▪ Kite Student Portal: This is the secure website where students will take their DLM 
testlets.

• *NEW* Users will now be required to enter a multi-factor authentication (MFA) code each 
time they log in to Kite Educator Portal. Users will receive a unique MFA code via email.

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) Science 
Alternate Assessment

https://educator.kiteaai.org/AART/logIn.htm


49

DLM Timeline of Activities
Dates​ Activities​

December 2025 LAMs review accounts registered in Kite Educator Portal and update with any new school-based test 
coordinators or removing accounts of personnel that are no longer associated with their LEA.

January 30​, 2026 High school registration for eligible students should be complete in Kite Educator Portal by the LEA.

Before Testing: 
Trainings

Complete the trainings below:
Jan 8 - District Test Coordinator Training 
Jan 29 - Test Administrator Training (option 1) 
Feb 12 - Test Administrator Training (option 2) 
Beginning Jan 19 - Review DLM Parent Portal Registration 

Before Testing LEA/School Readiness
Schools with registered students must have at least one active teacher account with passing scores on 
Beginning Feb 2 – complete required DLM training modules 
Beginning Feb 16 - Update student accommodations 
Beginning Feb 16 - Rosters should be completed

March 9 – April 24​ DLM administration window​
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*NEW* DLM Kite Parent Portal

• DLM Kite Parent Portal is where families will 
soon be able to electronically access their 
student’s Individual Score Reports (ISRs) for 
the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) 
assessment. 

• Only the District Test Coordinator (DTC), as 
identified in Kite Educator Portal, can create 
and edit parent-to-student connections. 

• As of SY25-26, score reports will be available 
for each year for which a student was assessed 
using the DLM alternate assessment.

• Caregivers should always be directed to 
contact their school for support with their 
Parent Portal.



DC Comprehensive Assessments of Progress in Education (DC CAPE)
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• DC CAPE is the District’s general statewide assessment system, which includes 
assessments in English language arts/literacy (ELA), mathematics and science. 

• Together, these assessments create a comprehensive system that provides important 
information on students’ progress and proficiency relative to DC’s educational 
standards.

• DC CAPE assessments are administered in these grades and courses:

• DC ELA: Grades 3-8, ELA I and ELA II

• DC Math: Grades 3-8, Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II

• DC Science: Grades 5, 8, and high school Biology

• For additional information, please visit osse.dc.gov/dccape

DC Comprehensive Assessments in Progress 
in Education (DC CAPE)

https://osse.dc.gov/dccape
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DC CAPE Timeline of Activities
Dates​ Activities​

Jan. 5, 2026​ State opens Assessment Delivery and Management platform (ADAM) to LEAs​

Before Testing LEAs and Nonpublics update student testing information in ADAM
Jan 5 - Update student accommodations beginning
​Beginning Feb 11 - Add student test assignment tags (HS and advanced math)
Beginning March 2 - Create and assign students to proctor groups 

March 2 Materials Order Window Opens - Test Materials (e.g., test booklets, answer documents)​
May 8 - Order window for paper testing materials closes 
May 15 - Order window for human reader scripts closes
June 5 - Order window for return materials closes

April 6 – May 22​ DC CAPE online administration window​
April 6 – May 15: Paper administration window

May 22 
Or one week after paper 
testing concludes

Deadline to return paper-based testing scorable and nonscorable materials to 
Pearson
• Test booklets, answer documents, accommodated test materials

May 29
Or one week after online 
testing concludes

Deadline to return computer-based testing nonscorable materials to Pearson.
• Human Reader scripts, tactile graphics



Test Security
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• OSSE will release the 2025-26 Test Security Guidelines by the 
end of October

• 2025-26 Test Security Guidelines will be posted on OSSE's Test 
Security webpage

• This document outlines responsibilities of OSSE, LEAs and 
schools in maintaining test security and test integrity

2025-26 Test Security Guidelines

https://osse.dc.gov/service/test-security-and-test-integrity-information-and-documents
https://osse.dc.gov/service/test-security-and-test-integrity-information-and-documents
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• Individuals in the following roles must complete OSSE Test Security 
Training for 2025-26:
▪ LEA Assessment Manager

▪ LEA ACCESS for ELLs Test Coordinator

▪ LEA MSAA/DLM Test Coordinator

▪ LEA DC CAPE Test Coordinator

▪ Nonpublic School Test Coordinator

• All individuals named above must pass the OSSE Test Security Training quiz 
with a score of at least 80 percent or higher. Passing this quiz is also 
required to submit a School Test Security Plan in the OSSE Assessment 
Portal. 

Test Security Training Requirements
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• LEA Assessment Managers are responsible for ensuring that all 
authorized personnel at schools under their LEA are trained in 
test security policies and procedures.

• OSSE’s asynchronous training will be posted on OSSE's Test 
Security webpage

• Live trainings will take place beginning in December
▪ An additional option will be available in February

Test Security Training Timelines

https://osse.dc.gov/service/test-security-and-test-integrity-information-and-documents
https://osse.dc.gov/service/test-security-and-test-integrity-information-and-documents


2025-26 OSSE Ambassador Program
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• Regular, ongoing support for LEAs identified by OSSE
▪ Request from LEA staff for additional support*; 

▪ First year with a tested grade level or specific assessment; 

▪ Transition of the previous year’s assessment staff; 
▪ Test security incidents during previous year’s assessment administration. 

• OSSE Assessment Ambassadors will contact LEAs in December 
2025 to introduce themselves and begin planning.

*If your school/LEA would like to request support, please email 
osse.testintegrity@dc.gov by October 20.

OSSE Assessment Ambassador Support

mailto:osse.testintegrity@dc.gov


Staying Connected to the OSSE Office of Assessments
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• NGA Bulletins contain updates, important dates, and training 
information

• The Test Coordinator Resources page has training, previous meeting 
information, and various resources to support assessment staff

• General questions can be sent via email at OSSE.Assessment@dc.gov

• For one-on-one support, visit our Bookings page to request a meeting

• Questions or troubleshooting for specific students must be done via an 
OST ticket
▪ No student PII can be sent over email 

Getting in Touch
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https://osse.dc.gov/page/test-coordinator-resources
mailto:OSSE.Assessment@dc.gov
https://outlook.office365.com/book/OSSEAssessmentOfficeHours@o365.dc.gov/s/IMb3mWCd_0C2ju_GaeMAmQ2?ismsaljsauthenabled
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NGA Meetings are tentatively scheduled for the first Wednesday of the 
month from 11 AM – 12 PM

• November 5th

• December 3rd

• January 7th

• February 4th

• March 4th

• April 1st

• June 3rd

Tentative 2025-26 NGA Meeting Dates
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• New content on the bulletins will be noted in green font

• Any changes to training dates from the calendar will be highlighted 

• A new section will be added that includes upcoming task due dates

• If you have not been receiving the bulletin, please email OSSE.Assessment@dc.gov

Changes to the NGA Bulletin 

mailto:OSSE.Assessment@dc.gov
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LEA Level Roles and Responsibilities 

LEA Assessment 
Manager (LAM)

Serves as the primary point of contact for all statewide assessment functions including:
• implementing assessment polices; 
• developing and implementing LEA assessment policies; 
• training; 
• managing administration of all assessments; 
• liaising with LEA and OSSE Data Managers; 
• managing LEA-level reporting; 
• disseminating communications.

Assessment 
Coordinator
(DC CAPE, 
ACCESS, 

DLM/MSAA)

This individual may be accountable for: 
• assessment rostering; 
• training testing administrators and/or school level test coordinators; 
• managing administration of affiliated assessment; 
• liaising with LEA Assessment Manager; 
• liaising with LEA Data Manager; 
• communications.

Assessment 
Support Staff

Does not have primary responsibility for administration but is an additional contact and receives 
communications.



Coming in 2027 – DC CAPE 2.0
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• In school year 2026-27, OSSE will launch DC CAPE 2.0, which incorporates stakeholder feedback 
and creates a more coherent, aligned assessment system to meet the needs of DC students and 
educators

• DC ELA and DC Math assessments will use content from the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium for grades 3-8 and end-of-course high school assessments

 Includes access to optional aligned interim assessments and instructional resources

• DC Science assessments will follow a new test design that reduces the number of constructed 
response items on the assessment and the number of sections

An Assessment System that Meets DC’s Needs

https://smarterbalanced.org/
https://smarterbalanced.org/
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• In the shift to DC CAPE 2.0, OSSE will continue its commitment to high-quality 
assessments

• DC CAPE 2.0 will be aligned to DC’s educational standards, which have not changed

• Assessments will continue to include extended performance tasks to assess the full 
range of DC’s educational standards and expectations

• Continued opportunities for DC educators to participate in assessment development 
activities, including content review and bias/sensitivity reviews

Building on DC CAPE
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• Reduced testing time
 Computer-adaptive assessments tailor the assessment experience 

to each student
 Anticipate a reduction in overall testing time of 2-3 hours, 

depending on grade level

• Increased accessibility
 Wider range of accommodations and accessibility features

• Stronger feedback mechanisms
 Optional aligned interim assessment tools provide information on 

student progress throughout the year
 Tools for Teachers – instructional resources connected to interim 

assessment results

DC CAPE 2.0

https://smarterbalanced.org/our-system/accessibility/
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/interim-assessments-overview.pdf
https://smartertoolsforteachers.org/


69

• OSSE will produce a suite of resources to help LEAs, educators, and families understand 
the DC CAPE 2.0 assessment system

• A series of meetings with LEA Leaders is being planned to engage in conversations 
around this shift and implications of the change in assessments

• A survey is available for LEAs to indicate priorities for resources and submit questions

Resources & LEA Priorities

https://forms.office.com/g/Yp8DxYV59T


Q&A
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• 2024-25 Assessment Reporting

• 2025-26 Participation and Performance Policy

• Alternate Assessment Eligibility  

• 2025-26 Statewide Assessment Resources

• Updating IDS/All Staff 

• 2025-26 Assessment Administration

• DC CAPE 2.0

• Q & A

Recap



Thank You!
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