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Kids Ride Free

DC Mayor Muriel Bowser

established and championed Kids Ride Free (KRF) to 

ensure that enrolled District students

who are District residents

can get to school and school-related activities

for free on Metrobus, Metrorail, and the DC Circulator.
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Kids Ride Free

SCHOOL TRANSIT TEAM

Chidera Udeh- school.transit@dc.gov
 Program Analyst 

Call Center
(202) 673-1740
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Kids Ride Free

ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for participation in the KRF program,
each student must be:

• A resident of the District of Columbia, and

• Ages 5 through 21, and

• Enrolled in an elementary or secondary public, 
charter, private, or parochial school located within 
the District, or youth in the care of the District.
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Kids Ride Free

DDOT, WMATA & OCTO

Kids Ride Free is administered by DDOT, WMATA and OCTO.

As many as 50,000 unique student cards are issued each year.

Additionally, up to 15,000 replacement cards are issued each year.

SY23-24 cards are RED
with a graphic design
and will be valid through
September 30, 2024.

SY24-25 cards were designed by a student
and will be valid through

September 30, 2025.
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Kids Ride Free

SMARTRIP CARD DISTRIBUTION

• Step 2: School ID Administrator determines that student is not in their database 
and contacts DDOT.

• Step 1: Student requests a Kids Ride Free card from their School ID Administrator.

• Step 3: DDOT contacts OSSE to confirm that student is in their database,
and then OSSE returns a confirmation letter to DDOT.

• Step 4: DDOT staff:
- Complete a KRF Application on behalf of the student
- Assign a KRF Card, using information provided by OSSE
- DDOT sends the card to the student’s school for delivery to the student
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Kids Ride Free

PROGRAM & TECHNICAL SUPPORT

OCTO
DC One Card Customer Service Center

(202) 727-6030

DDOT
School Transit Call Center

(202) 673-1740

Email: school.transit@dc.gov
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Kids Ride Free

Questions?
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Adult Learners
Transit Subsidy Program
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P ro gra m O ve rv ie w

The Adult Learner Transit Subsidy Program
Provides eligible adult learners with

A $70 monthly transit benefit.

The subsidy amount will be disbursed to enrolled SmarTrip cards
 at the beginning of each month
 as long as the enrolled individual

remains eligible to receive the benefit. 
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DC Circulator

METRO (train)
METRO (bus)

Where Can Students Use the Transit Subsidy Benefit?

DC Circulator

METRO
(train) METRO

(bus)
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• Age 18 or older, and
• Resident of the District of Columbia, and
• Actively enrolled in an OSSE-approved Adult Learner Transit Subsidy 

Program

• Adult Learners must not be eligible for the Kids Ride Free program
• Under age 22, and
• Resident of the District , and
• Enrolled in a public, charter, private or parochial school in the 

District, or youth in the care of the District of Columbia

Student Eligibility Requirements
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Academy of Hope Public Charter
Ballou STAY
Briya Public Charter School
Carlos Rosario International PCS
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of DC
Community College Preparatory Academy PCS
Congress Heights Training Center
The Family Place Public Charter School
Four Walls Career & Technical Education Center
Goodwill Excel Center
Latin American Youth Center

LAYC Career Academy 
Luke C. Moore
Maya Angelou PCS Young Adult Learning Center
The Next Step El Proximo Paso PCS
Opportunities Industrialization Center - DC
Roosevelt STAY
Southeast Welding Center, Inc.
So Others Might Eat (S.O.M.E.)
UDC Workforce Development & Lifelong Learning 
YouthBuild Public Charter School
Project SEARCH

OSSE-Approved Adult Learners
Transit Subsidy Programs
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Program Eligibility Requirements

1. Publicly funded adult education program
that is operated by or receives funding from
at least one of the following:
o A Local Education Agency (LEA)

including the District of Columbia Public Schools or a DC public charter 
school

o The Office of the State Superintendent for Education
o The Workforce Development and Lifelong Learning Program 

of the University of the District of Columbia
AND

2. Approval from the Office of the State Superintendent for 
Education (OSSE) to become an Adult Learner Transit Subsidy 
program
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1. Student obtains a SmarTrip card 

SmarTrip cards can be purchased at any Metrorail 
station, at the WMATA’s Transit Accessibility Center 
(655 Virginia AVE, SW) and at select retail outlets 
and commuter stores. 

2. Student registers their SmarTrip card: 
https://smartrip.wmata.com/Account/Create

3. Student completes an enrollment form and 
provides to program administrator at their 
educational facility.

How Students Enroll

https://smartrip.wmata.com/Account/Create


1717

How Students Receive SmartBenefits

Each student must use their SmarTrip card at least twice in the last week prior to the 
1st benefit month.

• This can be done by tapping the enrolled SmarTrip card at a bus farebox, Metro 
faregate or fare vending machine

• Travel is not required
• Benefit will load effective the 1st of the next month

Students can use their SmarTrip card anytime between
the 1st and the 21st of the first benefit month.
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