
LEA Special Education Point 
of Contact Monthly Webinar
Dec. 15, 2021
OSSE Division of Systems and Supports, K-12 (K12SS)
OSSE Division of the Chief Information Officer (CIO)
OSSE Division of Teaching and Learning (TAL)

The LEA Special Education Point of Contact Monthly Webinar will begin momentarily.

A copy of today’s presentation is available for download through Go To Webinar. To 
access, expand the ‘Handouts’ menu.



• Introduction

• State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) 

• Feedback Session: Policy and Guidance

• Announcements & Reminders

Agenda
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State Systemic 
Improvement Plan (SSIP)
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• Comprehensive, multi-year plan to improve results for children with disabilities
▪ Use data to identify gaps in student performance and analyze the state system

▪ Design and implement evidence-based practices to address the gap for the target population 

▪ Conduct evaluation activities and engage stakeholders to monitor progress and update plans

• SSIP must be aligned with other improvement and reform initiatives occurring in the 
state

State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)
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• Indicator 1: Graduation

• State-identified measurable result (SIMR): Improve graduation rates for all 
students with disabilities
▪ State-level infrastructure improvements
▪ Provision and use of data: Early Access to Students with Disabilities Data Application
▪ Training and professional development in evidence-based schoolwide support models 

(examples: positive behavior interventions and supports (PBIS), Response to Intervention (RtI), 
Restorative Practices, High Quality IEPs)

▪ LEA- or school-level interventions
▪ Check and Connect
▪ 8th-to-9th Grade Transition

• 2021-2025: redesign SSIP to select a new indicator and SIMR

DC SSIP for 2015-2020



APR Indicators 
Indicator 1: Graduation

Indicator 2: Dropout

Indicator 3: Statewide Assessments

Indicator 4: Suspension/ Expulsion

Indicator 5: Education Environments (5-21)

Indicator 6: Preschool Environments (3-5)

Indicator 7: Preschool Outcomes

Indicator 8: Parent Involvement (Parent 
Survey)

Indicator 9: Disproportionate Representation

Indicator 10: Disproportionate 
Representation – Disability Categories

Indicator 11: Child Find

Indicator 12: Early Childhood Transition

Indicator 13: Secondary Transition

Indicator 14: Post-School Outcomes

Indicator 15: Resolution Sessions

Indicator 16: Mediation

6



7

• Percent of preschool children aged 3 through 5 with IEPs who demonstrate 
improved:

A. Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships);

B. Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including early language/ communication 
and early literacy); and

C. Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs.

• Data for this indicator is collected through the Child Outcomes Summary

Indicator 7: Preschool Outcomes
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• State-level infrastructure improvements: Child Outcomes Summary
1. Improve IEP team decision making through training and guidance.

2. Clarify and streamline Child Outcomes Summary data collection through data system 
improvements.

• LEA- or school-level evidence-based practices: Early childhood literacy
1. Indicator 7, subpart (b): Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including early 

literacy)

2. Supports for LEAs currently participating in literacy grants

3. Additional resources and supports designed through stakeholder engagement

Proposed Plans for SSIP 2021-2025
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• Lessons learned from SSIP 2015-2020
▪ Limitations to graduation-related evidence-based practices

▪ Intervention and initiative overload

▪ Streamline data collection and evaluation

• Consistent with the District’s continued focus on early childhood
▪ Universal pre-K

▪ C-to-B transition

▪ District Early Literacy and Comprehensive Literacy State Development (CLSD) grants

▪ Child Outcomes Summary

Why Preschool Outcomes?
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• What do you think about the focus on preschool outcomes?

• Does your school or LEA have an early childhood literacy intervention or program for 
students with disabilities that may benefit from involvement in the SSIP?

• What can OSSE do to help improve outcomes for 3- to 5-year-old students with 
disabilities?

• What resources or supports do schools need related to early childhood literacy?

Share your thoughts in the Questions or Chat boxes for this webinar, 
or email us your feedback at OSSE.DSEpolicy@dc.gov

Seeking LEA Feedback

mailto:OSSE.DSEpolicy@dc.gov


Feedback Session: Policy 
and Guidance
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• After updating the regulatory framework in Chapter 30, special education policies 
and guidance need revising and updating.

• Policy and guidance priorities in 2022:
▪ Child Find
▪ Initial Evaluations and Reevaluations
▪ IEP Development
▪ C-to-B Transition

• Seeking your input on:
▪ Areas of difficulty or confusion
▪ Guidance needs
▪ Training and guidance format

We Need Your Help!
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Chapter 30 Special Education 
Regulations
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• Child find

• Evaluation 
procedures

• Eligibility 
determinations 
(decision-making)

• Disability categories

• IEP development

• IEP amendment

• IEP implementation

• Least restrictive 
environment

• Transfer students

• Nonpublic placement

• Extended School 
Year (ESY)

• Secondary transition 

• Discipline 

• Seclusion and 
restraint

• Prior written notice

• Dispute resolution 
(due process and 
state complaints)

Chapter 30 Topic Examples
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Policy Development
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• Child find

• Evaluation procedures

• Eligibility 
determinations 
(decision-making)

• Disability categories

• IEP development

• Least restrictive 
environment

• Placement

• Reevaluations

• Parental Involvement

• C-to-B Transition

Policy Topic Examples
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Guidance and Training



Announcements and 
Reminders
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On Nov. 2, 2021, OSSE issued revisions to the IDEA Part B Provision of FAPE: 
Guidance for School Year 2021-2022 in light of recently released superseding 
guidance from the US Department of Education (Return to School Roadmap: 
Development and Implementation of Individualized Education Programs (Sept. 30, 
2021)).

• Q8 and Q9 related to compensatory services have been rescinded.

• OSSE encourages LEAs to review the new guidance from USED.

• Contact Christie Weaver-Harris (Christie.Weaver-Harris@dc.gov) or the Special 
Education Policy Team (OSSE.DSEpolicy@dc.gov) with questions.

Revised IDEA Part B Guidance for School Year 2021-22

https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/IDEA%20Part%20B%20Guidance%20SY21-22_Nov%202021.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/rts-iep-09-30-2021.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/rts-iep-09-30-2021.pdf
mailto:Christie.Weaver-Harris@dc.gov
mailto:OSSE.DSEpolicy@dc.gov
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OSSE is seeking your assistance in communicating with parents about the SY2020-21 IDEA 
Parent Survey.

• As part of the Annual Performance Report (APR), states collect information and report the 
percent of parents with a child receiving special education services who report that schools 
facilitated parent involvement to improve services and results for students with disabilities.

• OSSE is providing materials to assist LEAs with disseminating the survey to parents of 
students with disabilities:

▪ Sample email and school newsletter language

▪ Graphic postcards

• For more information, please see OSSE’s Parent Survey website or contact Brittany 
Patrick at Brittany.Patrick@dc.gov. 

SY2020-21 IDEA Parent Survey

https://osse.dc.gov/service/2021-annual-special-education-parent-survey
mailto:Brittany.Patrick@dc.gov


21

• The Initial Provision of Specialized Instruction: Within five days of delivery, LEAs shall document 
the initial provision of specialized instruction for all students under the age of six with specialized 
instruction proscribed in their IEP. All documentation must be entered in SEDS.

▪ Resources: Dear Colleague Letter and Tracking the Provision of Specialized Instruction

• Transfer of Referrals: The new LEA shall submit a written referral, in SEDS, on the same date it has 
knowledge of the existing referral. LEAs shall begin making reasonable efforts to obtain parental 
consent within 10 days from the receipt of referral.

▪ Resources: IEP Implementation for Transfer Students Policy (December 2014) and Early Childhood 
Transition: Frequently Asked Questions (July 2020)

• Child Outcomes Summary (COS): COS entry data is due 90 days after a student begins 
participating in a pre-kindergarten special education program. Data must be entered in DC CATS.

▪ Resources: Child Outcomes Summary (COS) Data Collection and OSSE.COSFAQ@dc.gov

Early Childhood Special Education

https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/service_content/attachments/OSSE%20Dear%20Colleague%20Letter%20IDEA%20Part%20C%20to%20B%20transition%20specialized%20instruction%20service%20delivery_7.11.19.pdf
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/OSSE%20Specialized%20Instruction%20Tracking%20Turnkey%20Training%20Presentation.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fosse.dc.gov%252fsites%252fdefault%252ffiles%252fdc%252fsites%252fosse%252fpublication%252fattachments%252fIEP%252520Implementation%252520for%252520Transfer%252520Students%252520Policy%252520%252812-17-14%2529.pdf%26c%3DE%2C1%2C12LsRX5iKj2lUh2lkBQ6ezJ_oeTB-6mba78QzP1qgfagvvqKyGl5X2qifD5AobOAVfJ9FNdAIqsecr1ZfXSUOw1fL6YgQPMRdnXxNkb0mZwUfW1vi0S99DQ%2C%26typo%3D1&data=04%7C01%7CJaVaan.Veal%40kippdc.org%7C99a1ad42f9514800968f08d9837fb0a2%7C0e977934a9284349a27d25f90881eda5%7C1%7C0%7C637685406860163823%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wU8OoRCDYwoXjD7Qa8gZvY2ay0os2rwlKuAnnPuq7E8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fosse.dc.gov%252fsites%252fdefault%252ffiles%252fdc%252fsites%252fosse%252fpublication%252fattachments%252fEarly%252520Childhood%252520Transition%252520FAQ%252520July%2525202020.pdf%26c%3DE%2C1%2CldR7DHTJVUXZP4iZY50rWCJtW2qTgPnC6wFKlwwdFl7JEuFhdPvHOFIakfYeOXH0f6_3TdNcCvjuEHwinhDWOM6UvEactpZKZDDvxF86e4vr4XsIxw%2C%2C%26typo%3D1&data=04%7C01%7CJaVaan.Veal%40kippdc.org%7C99a1ad42f9514800968f08d9837fb0a2%7C0e977934a9284349a27d25f90881eda5%7C1%7C0%7C637685406860173784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9J6cJ7%2By9%2F351MmhLvXeRT70k3o7Lv%2BKGTXLvALyHg4%3D&reserved=0
https://osse.dc.gov/service/child-outcomes-summary-cos-data-collection
mailto:OSSE.COSFAQ@dc.gov
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OSSE DOT must be notified immediately and suspend transportation services when a school has been informed that a 
student will need to quarantine as a result of an exposure/suspected exposure, symptomatic or positive case of coronavirus 
(COVID-19). Students who receive a positive test at school, have COVID-19 symptoms, or who are confirmed to have 
COVID-19 are to be picked up by a parent/guardian. Under no circumstances can a COVID-19 positive, exposed/suspected 
exposure, or symptomatic student be transported on an OSSE DOT bus.

• Notify OSSE DOT’s Parent Resource Center at (202) 576-5000 to temporarily suspend transportation services for a 
period not to exceed two weeks. Transportation services will automatically resume on the date specified; or

• If the student will be out of school in excess of two weeks, notify OSSE DOT’s Parent Resource Center at (202) 576-
5000 and inform the LEA Representative Designee/Special Education Coordinator or 504 Coordinator to cancel 
transportation services via the Transportation Online Tool for Education (TOTE). In the event, the school uses this 
notification method, the LEA is responsible for notifying OSSE DOT of when transportation services should resume via 
TOTE. Please submit the request via TOTE at least three business days prior to the date the student is expected to 
return to ensure service resumes on the specified date;

• Ensure OSSE’s Health and Safety Guidance for Schools: Return to School Criteria for Students and Staff has been met 
prior to resuming transportation services.

Information related to OSSE DOT’s reopening updates can be found at bit.ly/BusSafetyKit. If you have any 
questions or concerns, feel free to contact Donesha Crews, parent resource center manager, at 
Donesha.Crews@dc.gov or at (202) 576-5000.

OSSE DOT COVID-19 Exposure Notification Protocol for 
Students Receiving Transportation 

https://osse.dc.gov/page/division-student-transportation-reopening-updates
mailto:Donesha.Crews@dc.gov
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OSSE DOT continues to offer TOTE certification training or refresher 
training throughout the school term. Training details are listed below:

• Training Location: Online TOTE Training via Microsoft Teams

▪ Link is sent to registered attendees 24 hours prior to training

• Registration Information: All attendees can register for the training 
class, by clicking the link TOTE Training Link

TOTE Support can be reached Monday-Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at (202) 576-
5520 or email dot.data@dc.gov

TOTE Training Dates for SY 2021-22

https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wdds?a=q&qid=-1005505&isDDR=1
mailto:dot.data@dc.gov


Upcoming Professional Learning 
Opportunities and Resources 

Participants in today’s webinar are asked to share the following opportunities with 
relevant staff members at their LEA and school campuses.



Foundations of Special Education Courses for Winter/Spring 2021
Content Pathway SY 2021-2022

Using Data to Develop and 
Implement High-quality IEPs

Module and Topic
(Click the links below to register)

Self-paced Content 
Opens

Live Workshop Date and Time

Online Course 3: The 
Assessment - Instruction 
Cycle

3.1 RTI, Intervention, and Referral for Eligibility for 
Special Education Services

Monday
Jan. 24, 2022

Thursday, Jan. 27, 2022
4:30-5:30 p.m.

3.2 Selecting Appropriate Assessments to Describe 
Present Levels of Performance

Monday
Jan. 31, 2022

Thursday, Feb. 3, 2022
4:30-5:30 p.m.

3.3 Using Assessment Data to Describe Students’ 
Present Levels of Performance

Monday
Feb. 7, 2022

Thursday, Feb. 10, 2022
4:30-5:30 p.m.

3.4 Using Assessment Data to Write IEP Goals and 
Objectives

Monday
Feb. 14, 2022

Thursday, Feb. 17, 2022
4:30-5:30 p.m.

Online Course 4: Evidence-
based Instructional Methods

4.1 Evidence-based Practices of Specially Designed 
Instruction

Monday
Feb. 28, 2022

Thursday, March 3, 2022
4:30-5:30 p.m.

4.2 High-leverage Instructional Practices for 
Students with Disabilities

Monday
March 7, 2022

Thursday, March 10, 2022
4:30-5:30 p.m.

4.3 Using HQIM to Design Rigorous, Accessible 
Instruction for All Learners

Monday
March 14, 2022

Thursday, March 17, 2022
4:30-5:30 p.m.

4.4 Using Student Data to Develop Effective 
Learning Experiences for Your Students

Monday
March 21, 2022

Thursday, March 24, 2022
4:30-5:30 p.m.

Questions?  Please contact Jennifer.Carpenter@dc.gov

Save the 
Dates!

Register 
Now!

https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=2230&z=d2tt
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=2231&z=d2ui
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=2232&z=d2ut
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bj339wddu?a=API_GenAddRecordForm&_fid_15=2233&z=d2u4
mailto:Jennifer.Carpenter@dc.gov
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All DC educators are encouraged to 
subscribe to the monthly TAL PD Bulletin to 

stay informed of upcoming PD sessions, 
resources, and tips from fellow educators. 

Subscribe here..

Find registration links for all upcoming 
PD sessions in the most recent TAL PD 

Bulletin, viewable here.

Additional PD Opportunities

https://osse.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d899604e6949ede8f0fbdaa36&id=94153dc0fc
https://osse.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d899604e6949ede8f0fbdaa36&id=94153dc0fc
https://mailchi.mp/dc.gov/august-2020-tal-pd-bulletin


Missed a Webinar?

Visit our webpage - LEA Special Education Points of Contact 
Monthly Webinar Series

• Watch previous webinars 
• Download training resources and materials

Recording of this webinar and slides will be posted to the webpage 
above within one week of the live webinar.
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https://osse.dc.gov/page/lea-special-education-points-contact-monthly-webinar-series


Upcoming SPED POC Webinar

NEXT WEBINAR: 
Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2022

Please register here.
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https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4776138188350498827


Complete our Survey
Please provide your feedback on the SPED Webinar Series:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/JBLNNTQ
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JBLNNTQ


Thank You!



Appendix



OSSE Contact Information for LEA Special Education 
POCs

Topic Point of Contact Email/Phone
Policy & Guidance OSSE Special Education Policy Team OSSE.DSEpolicy@dc.gov

Monitoring & Compliance
Karen Morgan-Donaldson, IDEA Part B Monitoring and Compliance Team Karen.Morgan-Donaldson@dc.gov

Edgar Stewart, Nonpublic Monitoring Team Edgar.Stewart@dc.gov

Evidence-Based Practice Jennifer Carpenter, Professional Development Specialist Jennifer.Carpenter@dc.gov

Data Apps & Systems
Use the OSSE Support Tool for questions or support with special education 

data systems and applications
Locate your LEA’s DAR Liaison 

OSSE Support Tool 
Locate DAR Liaison

Preschool Special Education
Dawn Hilton, Special Education Supervisory Coordinator, Division of Early 

Learning Dawn.Hilton1@dc.gov

Child Outcomes Summary Data Collection OSSE.COSFAQ@dc.gov

Assessment Accommodations Michael Craig, Assessment Specialist, Special Populations, Michael.Craig@dc.gov

Student Transportation
TOTE Support Team: (202) 576-5520 or DOT.Data@dc.gov

School Liaisons and Parent Resource Center (202) 576-5000 
(follow prompt for school officials)
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mailto:OSSE.DSEpolicy@dc.gov
mailto:Karen.Morgan-Donaldson@dc.gov
mailto:Edgar.Stewart@dc.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Carpenter@dc.gov
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bh9ehz85s
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/data-assessment-and-research-lea-liaisons
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bh9ehz85s
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/data-assessment-and-research-lea-liaisons
mailto:Dawn.Hilton@dc.gov
mailto:OSSE.COSFAQ@dc.gov
mailto:Michael.Craig@dc.gov
mailto:DOT.Data@dc.gov


• LEA leaders may assign one or more staff members as the LEA SE POC and may divide duties to best meet the 
needs of the LEA.

• LEA SPED POCS must be assigned this role in eSchoolPLUS to receive official OSSE communications targeted to 
their role. Contact your LEA Data Manager to add your name and email to the eSchoolPLUS contact list.

The Role of the LEA Special Education POC (LEA SPED 
POC)

Policy & Guidance Monitoring & Compliance
• Liaise with OSSE and your LEA on special 

education policy and guidance
• Identify key areas of need for special education 

technical assistance and professional development

• Liaise with OSSE IDEA Part B Monitoring and Non-
Public Team

• Ensures implementation of dispute resolution 
correction of noncompliance

Evidence-Based Practice Data Apps & Systems
• Support LEA staff in leveraging OSSE resources on 

evidence-based practices in serving students with 
disabilities

• Share training opportunities with staff

• Serve as the SEDS administrator and trainer on 
behalf of all LEA staff

• Access and leverage student-level data from multiple 
OSSE systems (Qlik, SLED, etc.)
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https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/OSSE%20LEA%20Point%20of%20Contact%20(POC)%20Descriptions.pdf
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/service_content/attachments/eSchoolPLUS%20-%20Point%20of%20Contact%20User%20Guide%20v2.pdf


Coordination Between LEA SPED POCs and LEA Teams

LEA Assessment POC LEA Transportation POC
• Ensure students with disabilities receive appropriate assessment 

accommodations, as documented in IEPs
• Determine Alternate Assessment eligibility for students with cognitive 

disabilities

• Provided updates to your LEA on transportation policies, guidance, and 
eligibility criteria

• Ensure timely submission of all Transportation Request Forms (TRFs).

Pre-K Special Education POC LEA Data Manager
• Serve 3-5 year-old students with disabilities
• Support pre-K SPED POC in collecting Child Outcomes Summary data, 

as needed

• Ensure accurate enrollment data to allow transfer of records in SEDS for 
students with disabilities

• Access and leverage student-level data from multiple OSSE systems 
(Qlik, SLED, SIS, etc.)

Early Childhood Transition Coordinator LEA English Learner Coordinator
• Coordinate a smooth C to B Transition for newly enrolled 3-4 year-old 

children from the DC Early Intervention Program (‘Strong Start’)
• Coordinate Child Find duties for young children

• Serve students who are dually identified as English learners with 
disabilities, including appropriate assessment accommodations, 
evaluations and service provision in other languages, family engagement 
and communication, etc.

LEA SPED POCs coordinate with a range of other POCs to support with the work listed below. Please connect with the 
staff members who serve in the following roles to ensure you are prepared to support one another throughout the 
school year.
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