
 

June 26 – July 3, 2014 

Enrollment Audit 

Reminder: Enrollment Audit Residency Verification Documentation and Guidance  

OSSE has provided residency verification training to all Local Education Agencies (LEAs) for School Year 2014-2015. 

Please access the OSSE website for training presentations, translated forms and resource materials.  

For questions and concerns, please contact Sean Flora. 

 

Division of Early Learning 

Reminder: SY 2013-2014 Pre-K Statewide Classroom Assessments Scoring System (CLASS) 

Evaluation 

Pursuant to the Pre-K Enhancement and Expansion Act of 2008 (D.C. Code 38-271.03; D.C. Law 17-202), OSSE in 

partnership with School Readiness Consulting conducted its annual evaluation of pre-kindergarten programs in 

community-based organizations and public charter schools during SY 2013-2014 using the Classroom Assessment 

Scoring System (CLASS). The purpose of the study was to assess classroom quality and evaluate early childhood 

programs through collecting and reporting quantitative and qualitative data to provide useful input for 

strengthening the early childhood education system. OSSE will disseminate program/school level reports this week. 

A final comprehensive report including the District of Columbia Public Schools will be available by September 2014.  

To learn more about the CLASS tool and evaluation process, access and watch the District of Columbia Early 

Childhood Program Quality Evaluation SY 2013-2014 webinar now. 

 For questions and concerns, contact Mahlet Getachew 

Final Notice: Online Attendance Tracking System (ATS) for Subsidy Providers 

OSSE is pleased to announce a new online Attendance Tracking System (ATS) for our subsidy providers throughout 

the District of Columbia and surrounding areas. This web-based solution makes monthly time entry easier than ever! 

All provider sites will be listed with assigned children displayed within the attendance grid. 

Beginning with the June 2014 attendance, ATS will be the application all subsidy providers must use to submit 

attendance to the OSSE Attendance Coordinators. This new system includes:  
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Division of Early Learning (Continued) 

● Month Date Displays – ensuring the information is entered for the appropriate child on the appropriate 

day. 

● User Codes – previously defined user codes will be used in ATS and the same premise of entering only 

exceptions will be in force. 

● Save as Draft – providers can enter attendance daily using the Save as Draft function. 

● Edit Attendance Entries – providers can make changes at any time before submitting the form for 

approval. 

● Load Holidays and Approved Closures – enter closures affecting all children with just a few keystrokes. 

● Add Attachments – easily upload child and site supporting documentation. 

● Print – completed forms can be printed for your files. 

To support the rollout of this new application, webinars were scheduled for providers of multi-site, single-site, 

home provider and those needing Spanish translation. Representatives of providers attended the webinars. 

Providers who feel they need more help after the webinar can attend an open classroom session scheduled for the 

date listed below. Registration is not required; simply come to the OSSE Building at 810 First Street NE, Room 3002, 

Washington, DC 20002 between the hours listed below. 

Date: Tuesday, July 1, 2014 

Time(s): 9:30 am–12pm and 12:30 pm–3pm 

For questions and concerns, email Linda Callahan.  

Reminder: Child Care Licensing Orientation for Centers and Homes Available Online 

Are you interested in opening or setting up a licensed child development center or home facility? 

Access and participate in the following online licensing webinars to learn how: 

 Child Development Center Webinar 

 Home Based Child Care  Facility Webinar 

 For inquiries and questions regarding the webinar, contact Brandee Reed or call 202- 741-5937. 

Reminder: Professional Development Course Catalog 

The Spring FY 2014 Course Catalog was developed to provide the early childhood education (ECE) and 

Out-of-School Time (OST) workforces with multiple opportunities for professional growth and development;  
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Division of Early Learning (Continued) 

opportunities for meeting the yearly continuing education requirements; and opportunities to participate in a 

District-wide professional learning community. Please see the Spring FY 2014 Professional Development Course 

Catalog to check out various learning opportunities.  

For questions, please contact Dana Caffee-Glenn, professional development coordinator in the Early Learning 

Professional Development Unit. 

Reminder: Child Care Emergency Preparedness Online Workshop 

Improve your skills and take your practice to the next level by ensuring that all the children in your care will be 

protected during emergencies. Please access the online workshop through the U.S. Center for Child Development 

and Resiliency to complete the Save the Children’s Child Care Emergency Preparedness Training. 

 

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Final Notice: Student Learning Objectives (SLO) Summer Intensive 

Measuring Success: How Student Learning Objectives Transform Learning, Leading, and Teacher Excellence 

OSSE invites LEA teams to join us for the Student Learning Objectives (SLO) Summer Intensive. The four-day 

symposium will include professional development sessions delivered by national SLO experts. 

There will be an emphasis on how SLOs positively impact student learning and teacher excellence, and guidance on 

developing student goals, setting targets, evaluating progress, and measuring success will be provided. 

Teams will also have daily in-depth planning time and opportunities for support and feedback. If you plan on 

implementing Student Learning Objectives during SY 2014-2015, or if you would like to refine your current teacher 

evaluation process, we encourage you to join us! 

Stipends will be awarded to each LEA in attendance. Instructional teams of three to five members are encouraged 

to apply: SLO Summer Intensive Application. Only instructional teams will be considered. Applications are due by 

June 27 and applicants will hear back within 48 hours of submission. 
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Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (Continued) 

Date: June 30–July 3 

Time: 8:30 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. (8:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. on July 3) 

Location: The Hill Center 

921 Pennsylvania Ave SE 

2nd Floor 

Washington, DC 20003 

For inquiries, please contact Gimari Jones or view the frequently asked questions. 

Reminder: Serving Students in Transitory Housing Webinar 

OSSE invites you to participate in the following webinars made available by the National Center for Homeless 

Education (NCHE). NCHE is a federally funded information and technical assistance center at SERVE Center at the 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro (UNCG).  NCHE will be offering the following webinars free of charge 

during the months of June and July:  

McKinney-Vento 102: Support for School Success and Special Populations 

Friday, June 27, 2014 | 2pm– 3pm ET (Please adjust for your time zone)  

McKinney-Vento 101: School Access and Stability under the McKinney-Vento Act 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 |  2pm– 3pm ET (Please adjust for your time zone) 

McKinney-Vento 102: Support for School Success and Special Populations 

Wednesday, July 23, 2014 |  2pm– 3pm ET (Please adjust for your time zone) 

NCHE Coffee Break: Understanding Doubled-Up 

Monday, July 28, 2014 | 2pm – 2:45 pm ET (Please adjust for your time zone)  
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Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (Continued) 

Who should view?  LEA administrators, social workers, liaisons, counselor and others (homeless families) 

responsible for coordinating services to ensure that homeless children and youth enroll in school and have the 

opportunity to succeed academically.  For complete webinar descriptions, or to register for any of these webinars, 

please visit SERVE Center. Feel free to pass along this information to interested colleagues.  

Reminder: Join Summer Reading at the DC Public Library 

Win prizes for reading!  Everyone can get in on the fun with Summer Reading at DC Public Library. 

This year, DC Public Library is teaming up with The Washington Nationals. All kids and teens who reach their summer 

reading goal will win two tickets to a Nationals baseball game. Kids, teens and adults also can win a coupon for free 

Chipotle.  

Sign-up began June 1. Kids can sign up at any library. Teens and adults can sign up online. The Library has tons of 

great S.T.E.A.M-related events and activities planned for all ages. Encourage your students to sign up!  

For questions, please contact Carmen Boston. 

Reminder: Fellowship for Urban Education Leaders (FUEL) Program 

OSSE is seeking applications for it’s Fellowship for Urban Education Leaders (FUEL) program. 

FUEL is a program designed to provide exemplary educators the opportunity to shape State activities and policies 

around English Language Learners, immigrant students, and their families in the District of Columbia.  

The five-week program, July 1 – 31, places outstanding educators in the OSSE ESEA Title III, Part A (Title IIIA) 

Program. Title IIIA is also known as the English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement, and Academic 

Achievement Act of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act.  

Fellows who successfully completed the program will receive a $2,000 stipend. Download the Application Form and 

apply today.  

For more information, email OSSE.Title3@dc.gov for questions using “FUEL Application” as the subject line. 

Reminder: Next Generation Science Standards Implementation Overview for LEA’s and School Leaders 

Webinar 

The Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) were adopted by the District of Columbia State Board of Education 

in December 2013. Together with the Common Core State Standards in Mathematics and English Language Arts, 

the NGSS holds the promise of transforming STEM education and preparing all DC students to succeed in education, 

work, and their daily lives.  Please join OSSE staff for an overview of the Next Generation Science Standards and 

implementation efforts.  
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Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (Continued) 

During the session we will deliver an overview of the standards and share resources and opportunities that will help 

support the transition to these new science standards.  

Click to register for one of the two remaining sessions: 

● Monday, July 28, 2014, 1pm–2:30 pm 

● Thursday, August 7, 2014 1pm–2:30 pm 

 For more information, please email Maya Garcia. 

Reminder: School of Rock 2014: Dive Deep Application Deadline Extended 

Free Summer Experience for DC High School Teachers:  Travel to University of Delaware in Lewes for this amazing 

interdisciplinary experience.  Work in high tech labs with microbiologists who are investigating the ecosystems and 

microbial diversity below the seafloor and geologists who search for clues to Earth’s evolutionary history through 

the study of microfossils. Develop NGSS-aligned lessons and materials for your classroom in SY 2014-2015. 

Participating teachers will receive PLU’s towards recertification. 

Access more information at Dive Deep Immersive NGSS Summer Experience for HS Science Teachers. 

For more information, please email Maya Garcia.  

Reminder: Moving Toward NGSS: Connecting Science to Common Core With Picture-Perfect 

Science Lessons (ES Teachers) 

This short course will provide practical insights into connecting science and literacy standards in elementary 

classrooms.  

NSTA is providing a series of online short courses to help educators prepare for the implementation of the 

standards. Each of these courses involves a series of three web seminars along with asynchronous activities on 

topics that are essential for successful teaching and learning. 

Learn more at National Science Teachers Association, NGSS Online Short Course. For more information, please email 

Maya Garcia. 
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Division of Post-Secondary and Career Education 

New: DC TAG Extended Hours 

Complete and submit your DC TAG supporting documents by June 30, 2014. The DCTAG office will be open on 

Saturday, June 28, 2014 from 9am–1pm for drop-in, in-person assistance. 

For further information visit the DC TAG page on the OSSE website 

Reminder: Request for Applications for the Career and Technology Education (CTE) Certification 

Fund 

OSSE’s Adult and Career Education Division invites the submission of applications for the CTE Certification Fund.  The 

purpose of this grant is to support eligible LEAs and the University of the District of Columbia Community College 

(UDC-CC) with full or subsidized payments of certification exams within priority career sectors in the District of 

Columbia as identified in the CTE Strategic Plan. Please access the strategic plan and certification fund RFA below: 

CTE Strategic Plan  

CTE Certification Fund RFA  

Reminder: FSA Tool Publishes FAFSA Completion Numbers for the High School Graduating Class 

of 2014 

The U.S. Department of Education is now providing high schools with current data about their Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) submissions and completions so that high schools can track their progress and help 

ensure that their students complete the FAFSA.  

Click here to access information about the FAFSA completion tool and to view high school completion rates. 

Division of Specialized Education 

Reminder: 2014 Special Education Data System Fall Release 

The OSSE Division of Specialized Education (DSE) is pleased to announce the 2014 Fall SEDS Release training. The 

training is designed to give trainers detailed information about the changes and updates made in the system. The 

training will also provide suggested methods for conducting a school-based training and resources to assist trainers 

with conducting their own training.  

Division of Specialized Education (Continued) 
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All special education LEA points of contact (formerly referred to as LEA Data Administrators, or LDAs) and nonpublic 

points of contact who are trained as SEDS trainers are encouraged to attend. Upon completion of this training, 

trainers are expected to train all relevant staff on the features that directly impact their users. 

Below are a few of the areas that will be covered during the training: 

● ESY Page – ESY transportation fields will align with the new transportation policy; 

● Discipline Tab – Users will be able to access the manifestation determination page for all students;  

● Parental Consent to Evaluate – Page rules will change to require a signed consent form during the 

reevaluation process; 

● Procedural Safeguard – Users will be able to create a cover sheet specifically for this document; and 

● Speech-only IEPs – Enhanced language and page rules will inform users that speech is considered 

specialized instruction for a speech-only IEP. 

Presenter: OSSE DSE TTA 

Date(s): Wednesday, July 23, 2014 

Time: 10am –12pm 

Location: Webinar 

Register Here 

Contact: OSSE.TTA@dc.gov  

Additional trainings will be offered in August and September.  

For more information, please email osse.tta@dc.gov.  

New: New LEA Special Education Point of Contact Orientation 

Each LEA is required to have an LEA Special Education Point of Contact who serves as OSSE’s main point of contact 

for all things related to SEDS, special education data and records, SEDS training of staff, etc.  All new LEA POCs are 

required to attend this full-day in-person training.  The content of this course will include: 

● LEA POC responsibilities at the LEA level, including management of all SEDS records 

● The role of the LEA POC in overseeing students served by nonpublic programs 

● Resources available to LEA POCs when troubleshooting SEDS issues 

● Protocol for communicating with and receiving assistance from OSSE 

● All relevant content shared with LEA POCs in the previous two school years  

Division of Specialized Education (Continued) 
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New LEAs are required to attend one session of this training.  Three dates are available: 

Date: Friday, July 25, 2014 

Time: 9am–4pm 

Register Here 

Contact: OSSE.TTA@dc.gov  

Date: Friday, August 15, 2014 

Time: 9am– 4pm 

Register Here 

Contact: OSSE.TTA@dc.gov  

Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 

Time: 9am–4pm 

Register Here 

Contact: OSSE.TTA@dc.gov  

New: 5-E DCMR Chapter 30 LEA Focus Group: Specialized Instruction and Caseload/Class Size 

The Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) is initiating a review of key components of Title 5-E, 

Chapter 30 of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (DCMR), the local regulation that governs special 

education practice in the District of Columbia, with the intention of revising identified key components.  

In addition, input from the process will be used to inform the development of a new five-year strategic State 

Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) for Special Education. 

As part of the regulatory review process, the Division of Specialized Education (DSE) will be releasing surveys and 

holding topic-specific focus groups on key content area “clusters” to inform the work: 

● Transfer of Educational Rights  

● Child Find, Evaluation, & Eligibility Determination 

● Specialized Instruction & Caseload/Class Size 

● Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) & Discipline Procedural Safeguards 

● Graduation Pathways, Secondary Transition, & IEP Certificate of Completion  

Division of Specialized Education (Continued) 
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A high-level overview of the initiative’s calendar of events and the OSSE content area review process can be found 

at:  DC Municipal Regulations (DCMR) Title 5-E, Chapter 30: Special Education Review Schedule. 

The third content area, Specialized Instruction & Caseload/Class Size, is being reviewed in August.  

DSE has developed a topic-specific survey that is open to all stakeholders.  The deadline for submission of this topic 

survey is Wednesday, August 27, 2014. View the Survey. 

In addition, an LEA focus group is scheduled to take place on Wednesday, August 20, 2014, from 3pm– 4:30 pm at 

810 First Street NE, Eighth Floor, Room 806B, DC 20002.  RSVP Here. 

OSSE is collaborating with the State Advisory Panel (SAP) to coordinate parent/community focus groups for each 

content area. 

The parent/community focus group for this topic area will take place on September 4, 2014. 

Focus group reminders will be posted on the OSSE website and in OSSE newsletters such as the LEA Look Forward. 

For more information, contact Jamille Peters, policy analyst. 

Reminder: The 2014 Special Education Data Survey is Now Live 

OSSE would like to extend an invitation to all staff with access to the Special Education Data System (SEDS) to 

complete our annual SEDS user survey. LEA participation is encouraged and necessary in order for OSSE to make 

key decisions concerning improvements across multiple data systems. The goals for this year are to: 

● Track general comfort levels with SEDS; 

● Gauge the extent and nature of SEDS usage; and 

● Understand the impact of other OSSE-led data initiatives. 

The survey will take approximately 15 minutes to complete and responses will be used to shape the development 

of SEDS, SEDS trainings, and any other OSSE-led resources that will assist users.  

 All users are asked to participate including school leaders, data managers, special education coordinators, special 

education teachers, and related service providers. 

The survey will remain open until 5pm on Friday, August 8, 2014. Results from the survey will be shared during one 

of the 2014-2015 webinar trainings. Complete the survey now.  

  

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpublication%2Fdc-municipal-regulations-dcmr-title-5-e-chapter-30-special-education-review-schedule&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFCOekXGPcoQ8SaptYfqvk0IKm83Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fs%2FPY7SPWX&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFVE99Fpn97huLOvSjkRf-Pbl4YwA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fs%2FPY7SPWX&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFVE99Fpn97huLOvSjkRf-Pbl4YwA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fevent%2F5-e-dcmr-chapter-30-lea-focus-group-specialized-instruction-and-caseloadclass-size&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFHk-nu10nocoFvf0PtX-gHJGikjQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpublication%2Fdc-municipal-regulations-dcmr-title-5-e-chapter-30-special-education-review-schedule&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFCOekXGPcoQ8SaptYfqvk0IKm83Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpublication%2Fdc-municipal-regulations-dcmr-title-5-e-chapter-30-special-education-review-schedule&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFCOekXGPcoQ8SaptYfqvk0IKm83Q
mailto:Jamille.Peters@dc.gov
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fs%2Fspecialeducationdata&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEEYlimuhqmA-Rm5gYf0v_SFIvu3Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fs%2Fspecialeducationdata&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEEYlimuhqmA-Rm5gYf0v_SFIvu3Q


 

Division of Specialized Education (Continued) 

Reminder: OSSE Releases 2014-2015 LEA Support Model Survey 

Over the past several months, OSSE has been rethinking how we deliver technical assistance support to LEAs to 

assist them in meeting the needs of students.  To that end, OSSE is seeking your input on a new “LEA Support 

Model.” The goals of the model are as follows: 1) allow OSSE to deliver high quality, useful technical assistance to 

LEAs; 2) reduce LEA burden through coordinated service delivery and improvement planning; and 3) foster cross 

agency collaboration and develop LEA learning communities to support best practice sharing.  

Complete the LEA Support Model survey today. 

For  additional background information, view the LEA Support Model proposal. 

Reminder: Nonviolent Crisis Intervention Training 

The Nonviolent Crisis Intervention training program, developed by Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI), is embraced 

worldwide as a highly effective behavior management system for organizations committed to providing quality 

care and services in a respectful, safe environment. The strategies taught in the Nonviolent Crisis Intervention 

training program provide participants with a proven framework for decision making and problem solving to 

prevent, de-escalate, and safely respond to disruptive or assaultive behavior. 

This event will not go over physical restraint techniques. Please wear comfortable clothing, closed-toed shoes, and 

bring a water bottle.  

Presenter: OSSE 

Date(s): Monday, July 30, 2014 

Time: 8:30 am–3:30 pm  

Location: 810 First Street, NE, 3rd Floor Grand Hall 

Register  

Reminder: Reports Tab in Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System (SLED) 

Four new student data reports are available to view in the SEDS Reports Tab starting June 16:  

● Active Students with SPED Exit Codes 

● Students in SEDS not in STARS 

● Students in SEDS not in Proactive 

● Student-level Historical Enrollment  

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fs%2FLMVBKTB&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE7k2BLr_HTHYaHDijBhNr0kgw86Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpublication%2Flea-support-model-proposal&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF8Nb9bMzHv5-OxXGxT_5B_sgdGFQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fevent%2Fnonviolent-crisis-intervention-training-5&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE4oY1e9VWvHEF5o6OatNEaJbB51A
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More information about these reports and details on how these new reports will benefit LEA Data Administrators is 

available in the LDA SEDS Reports Tab User Guide. 

Users also can access the SEDS Reports Tab through the SLED Main Page by clicking the blue ‘Reports’ tab and the 

Red OSSE Reporting Logo. 

For questions, please email Allister Chang. 

Reminder: Specialized Education Policy in Practice Webinar Series 

OSSE’s Division of Specialized Education Policy in Practice Webinar Series is a new technical assistance initiative that 

will serve as a valuable resource for local and state level educators and administrators in understanding and 

implementing state special education policies.  

This training series is a collection of on-demand webinar videos that cover a wide variety of special education 

topics, including all DSE special education policies. During each webinar, participants will learn:  

● The basic tenets of each special education policy 

● The laws and regulations underlying each policy 

● Best practices in implementing the policies, including case studies 

● Documentation of policies and procedures in the Special Education Data System (SEDS) 

● Where to find additional resources  

Access the webinar videos 

For questions about this policy webinar project, please email the DSE Training & Technical Assistance Unit at 

osse.tta@dc.gov.  

 

Division of Wellness and Nutrition 

Reminder: OSSE/AFHK Teacher Wellness Symposium, August 11–12 

OSSE will partner with Action for Healthy Kids and other community-based organizations to host a FREE Teacher 

Wellness Symposium on August 11–12, 2014. This two-day workshop will consist of sessions to assist all teachers in 

incorporating health and wellness into their classrooms, serving as health and wellness role models for their 

students, and addressing their own health and wellness needs. The Symposium is open to teachers in the District of 

Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia. 

https://0fc5da16-a-da985144-s-sites.googlegroups.com/a/dc.gov/seds-help-resources/help/SEDS-manual/SEDS%20Reports%20-LDA%20User%20Guide_3142014.pdf?attachauth=ANoY7cqvQYGN49Zdr0-5hDBR4rJ7MDJw3Ch3-pHxdmh799LdifNgvpjWyDgpeKTnRUVlly8_o_EGmGEJXRpBG9tM3rlygwsQjld67emiDrlz3KUCdgtZvw0Cyrn9gp-kgkP6GlwPw9Qg5qyJSNnda9C9Mns2ZKCKHjNYas6G5Bae9efdoCUBTIrXJCQEFDHopWClhA0OEc2XdpjipB5qaiORv66CH1GbcgW0U6ruuULiC0UiOjB6iTxva9It_9KoXpfLfZYZdfRDs7ClpvMqI97HKEDaniol6g%3D%3D&attredirects=0
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsled.osse.dc.gov%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHDBVIRaTJS5TCwCsGRW-QFnpNGtw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsled.osse.dc.gov%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHDBVIRaTJS5TCwCsGRW-QFnpNGtw
mailto:allister.chang@dc.gov
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Fspecialized-education-policy-practice-webinar-series&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG8pH1TozZVIPMRFViQGh-6QVRyRA
mailto:osse.tta@dc.gov
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Register and provide an email address where you can be reached over the summer and more information will be 

forwarded shortly. For more information, please email Nancy Brenowitz Katz.  

Reminder: OSSE/UDC Farm Field Trip for Teachers this Summer 

OSSE and the University of the District of Columbia (UDC) will provide two free farm field trips for teachers to the 

UDC Farm.  

This is an excellent opportunity for teachers of all grades and all subjects to visit a functional farm, learn about 

where food comes from, and gain skills in integrating farm to school concepts into the school environment. Dates 

will be in late July and early August and will be announced soon.  

Sign-up to receive updates over the summer about more specific details of the Farm and more information will be 

sent to you shortly. For more information, please email Erica Steinhart.  

Reminder: DC Free Summer Meals Program, June 23–August 22 

As an educational provider, you are at the heart of making meals available to the children and teens in your 

community. When school is out, hunger is in! How many needy children are you willing to feed this summer? Did you 

know that school districts around the country are serving meals to children and teens outside their school building, 

such as on their playgrounds or on a cool grassy area?  

Providing free meals to hungry children 18 years of age and under during the summer months helps them be 

physically and mentally ready when school begins.  

Teens especially face the same risks of food insecurity in the summer and as younger children and need your 

support, so make sure your teens are taking advantage of the free summer meals too! While offering good food in 

an appealing manner will attract children and teens, offering an activity or program that is fun will provide an 

opportunity to keep them engaged. Although activities are fun, you are not required to offer activities in order to 

feed the children. Generally, children and teens from the community simply go to an open site to get their meals.  

 This means the summer meal program sites are “open” to the community, so parents or children are not required 

to give any personal information about their family status to site operators in order for children to receive a free 

meal. 

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor or a site, or even to learn more about the DC Free Summer Meals 

Program, it isn’t too late.  Please contact Elisabeth Sweeting at 202-724-7628, 8:30 am–5pm, Monday–Friday. 

Final Notice: Healthy Youth Resource Guide Cover Page Design Contest 

The Health Education Team within the Division of Wellness and Nutrition Services is currently looking for the next 

great teen artist to design the cover of our Healthy Youth Resource Guide.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1nzaEya5BhHokGMSPeQoRXZ9wvm1vdENi5izMfsDPUSs/viewform?usp=send_form
mailto:nancy.katz@dc.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1gVfysMHWRD19MfHhrEzH_wyN-fJsckf_aMHsyVsTY78/viewform?usp=send_form
mailto:erica.steinhart@dc.gov
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Fdc-free-summer-meals-program&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEbADZFAWwgxWk0msJORIb_QGmiUA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Fdc-free-summer-meals-program&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEbADZFAWwgxWk0msJORIb_QGmiUA
mailto:Elisabeth.Sweeting@dc.gov
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This guide will display the youth and LGBTQ friendly health and support services that local and national organizations 

provide to adolescents in the District of Columbia.  These services include STI/HIV testing, treatment, and 

prevention; behavioral health counseling and support; rape crisis interventions, and LGBTQ support and mentoring 

services.   Our team is looking for a design to showcase on the cover of our guide.  

The artist of the best design will win a $100 gift card to Target.  To be eligible to submit entries, youth must live in 

the District of Columbia and attend either a DC Public School or DC Public Charter School in grades 6–12.  

Acceptable entries: 

● Photos 

● Paintings 

● Drawings  

All images should reflect youth enjoying our city and demonstrating healthy living.  

How to submit entries: 

Mail or hand deliver your entry to the Office of the State Superintendent of Education located at 810 First St. NE, 4th 

Floor, Washington, DC 20002 c/o Ms. Kevon Harris, MPH; or email it to the Health Education Team at 

osse.healthguide@dc.gov.  

Entries are due by 5pm on Monday, June 30, 2014.  For more information please contact Ms. Kevon Harris at 

202-741-6488 or kevon.harris@dc.gov.  

Reminder: Serve on the DC CAS Health and Physical Education Advisory Board  

OSSE is recruiting health and physical education teachers at all grade levels to advise on the future content, 

structure, and delivery of the DC CAS Health and Physical Education.  

This advisory board will meet approximately four times a year and will be expected to participate in the content 

and bias review sessions for new test items.  

Please email Grace Friedberger to indicate your interest in joining the board. 

Reminder: DC Anti-Bullying Safe Schools Initiative for School-based Staff 

OSSE invites you and your school staff to participate in a professional development opportunity on the creation 

and/or affirmation of safe school environments.  

 

  

mailto:osse.healthguide@dc.gov
mailto:kevon.harris@dc.gov
mailto:grace.friedberger@dc.gov
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Co-sponsored by OSSE and the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN), the goal of the 1.5 day PD 

session is to provide participants with the knowledge, skills and resources to create safe and affirming school 

environments for all students, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity and expression. Sessions will be  

led by certified facilitators from OSSE, DC Public Schools (DCPS) and local government and community based 

organizations at no cost to participants.  

The training course runs over two days, and both days are required to complete sessions.  Day one is 8 hours and 

day two is 4.5 hours.  

Indicate your interest to participate in the training. 

For questions and inquiries please email Julie Ost and mention the DC Anti-Bullying Safe Schools Initiative.  

 

Office of Data Management and Assessment 

New: Common Core Summer Institute for DC Special Education Teachers 

OSSE is excited to offer a one-day Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Summer Institute to DC Special Education 

teachers. The goal is to provide public school and public charter school teachers with an opportunity to build 

educator capacity as we transition to the National Center State Collaborative (NCSC) Alternate Assessment that is 

aligned to the Common Core State Standards.  Participating educators will also explore UDL strategies when 

teaching the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) to engage students with significant cognitive disabilities 

and boost their academic achievement.  

 Training Schedule: 

August 5, 2014: 3rd–5th Grade Educators 

August 6, 2014: 6th–8th Grade Educators 

August 7, 2014: High School Educators 

Register for the Summer Institute for Special Education Teachers. 

For questions, please contact Michelle Tuggle  

  

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fadobe.ly%2F1ndMt2c&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHbSiBC7eCUfN0voZQYLVHgM3CiRg
mailto:julie.ost@dc.gov
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fs%2F2014SpecialEducationSummerInstituteNCSCTransition&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNErAn8RomrdTY_qIzGNwIYkIo0S7A
mailto:michelle.blakey-tuggle@dc.gov
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New: FTP Passwords will change on Thursday, July 3, 2014 

The FTP passwords will change on Thursday, July 3, 2014. Please download and archive any file currently uploaded 

on the FTP site that you would like to retain. On Monday, June 30, 2014, all non-2014 DC CAS files will be removed 

from folders. 

 If you have any questions regarding OSSE’s FTP site, please contact Imani Stutely 

New: Planning for Automated Data Transfer (ADT) Maintenance 

There are three types of maintenance of the ADT System: 

● System Maintenance 

● Major Release Maintenance 

● Patch/Emergency Release Maintenance 

 Information regarding ADT’s maintenance window is provided for planning purposes on OSSE’s website. 

 Access Planning Automated Data Transfer ADT Maintenance 

New: QuickBase Application to Replace McKinney-Vento Student Referral Forms 

OSSE will replace the manual collection of Student Referral Forms for McKinney-Vento programs with an online data 

collection tool in QuickBase. 

Training will be offered via webinars, onsite at OSSE, and by telephone as requested. 

Webinar dates: August 12, 2014, August 19, 2014 and September 9, 2014 

 Webinar times: 10am–11am  

Registration: 

Register here for the August 12, 2014 training 

Register here for the August 19, 2014 training 

Register here for the September 9 training 

On-site training will be offered at OSSE on September 10 from 10am–12pm An Eventbrite invitation will be sent 

separately. 

For more information, questions and inquiries, LEA Homeless Liaisons or Data Managers can please email Doreen 

Christian or call 202-727-8320.  

mailto:Imani.stutely@dc.gov
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Fplanning-automated-data-transfer-adt-maintenance&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHeFaSfY9YmCLQaJ19qPSnw87kDRw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.gotomeeting.com%2Fregister%2F914867426&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG-3dUDLiLHuqbsi91BS_uuzvT57A
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.gotomeeting.com%2Fregister%2F915461058&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG7izmZGhTTi2EmdLEK9XwCV-_MJA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.gotomeeting.com%2Fregister%2F284847458&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEGC4UtpHj5T3OUFGl5xYCAnnjj5w
mailto:doreen.christian@dc.gov
mailto:doreen.christian@dc.gov
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New: Entry codes, Exit codes, and Enrollment Training Dates for SY 2014-15 

Based on stakeholder feedback, OSSE has updated its entry and exit codes for SY 2014-2015. OSSE will host 

trainings on updated entry codes, exit codes, and guidance for enrolling students in alignment with the DCMR’s six 

stages of enrollment, which were last updated on January 10, 2014. All LEAs must record these stages of 

enrollment for all students in SY 2014-2015. 

A combined training on both topics will be held via webinar on July 16, July 24, and July 29. All sessions will include 

time for a question and answer session. 

Registration details, date and time are as follows: 

Wednesday, July 16, 11am–12pm 

Thursday, July 24, 2pm–3pm 

Tuesday, July 29, 10am–11am 

Documentation on the updated codes will be made available ahead of training dates on an OSSE webpage. Please 

see the next LEA Look Forward for additional details on the OSSE webpage. 

If your LEA requires assistance with entry and exit codes for SY 2014-2015, please enter an issue via the OSSE 

Support Tool (OST). If you currently do not have access to the OST or have questions, please contact Elena Roberts.  

New: OSSE Collecting Certified Graduates List from PCSB 

OSSE will begin collecting lists of June and August graduates from charter high schools through the PCSB. We ask 

that all charter LEAs begin to prepare these graduate lists for collection and quality review by PCSB. If you have any 

questions, please contact Emily Persons.  

Reminder: Teacher and Principal Evaluation Data Collection 

OSSE will collect data for evaluations of Teachers and Principals July 1–August 15, 2014. 

Instructions and templates will be sent out shortly. 

For more information, or to request training on this data collection, please contact Doreen Christian at 202- 

727-8320. 

 

  

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcregs.dc.gov%2FGateway%2FFinalAdoptionHome.aspx%3FRuleVersionID%3D4192939&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHpu57LjczS1O-DPfgm_l_nSzohIw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcregs.dc.gov%2FGateway%2FFinalAdoptionHome.aspx%3FRuleVersionID%3D4192939&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHpu57LjczS1O-DPfgm_l_nSzohIw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.gotomeeting.com%2Fregister%2F299767594&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGkz2mqn8CYq7Tv2kPHlx81tEyU9A
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.gotomeeting.com%2Fregister%2F602078698&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFV3cFtHupOVdrXBdqcXoL0vHMxsQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.gotomeeting.com%2Fregister%2F704671490&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFGgEz31VTJVS--LEPDUcAW_YtzCg
mailto:elena.roberts@dc.gov
mailto:emily.persons@dc.gov
mailto:doreen.christian@dc.gov
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Reminder: SY 2014-2015 Student Entry and Exit Code Guidance Advisory 

OSSE is currently reviewing and updating the student entry and exit (withdrawal) code guidance for SY 2014-2015. 

LEAs are encouraged to please continue to check the LEA Look Forward newsletter for further information on the 

process as we approach the coming school year. 

For questions and inquiries, please contact Dr. Laura Maurizi. 

 

 

Office of Grants Management and Compliance 

Reminder: Enterprise Grants Management System (EGMS) Launches June 2 

Starting June 2, OSSE automated the entire grant life-cycle process: from pre-application to closeout while 

consolidating the various databases managing grants into a single centralized system. This means higher-quality 

customer service through faster grant processing for all customers.  

It also improves staff efficiency through automation, which allows educators at the state education agency (SEA) 

and LEA to know precisely how grant dollars are being spent and how priorities are staffed in real-time. This 

approach will provide immediate benefits to all LEAs. 

For more information, please visit the EGMS page, email osse.ogmctraining@dc.gov. 

 

 

General Announcements 

New: US Department of Education Upgrades District’s Grantee Status 

This week Mayor Vincent C. Gray welcomed news that the US Department of Education (USDOE) had decided to 

remove the “high-risk grantee” designation from grants issued by USDOE to the Office of the State Superintendent 

of Education (OSSE). USDOE notified District education officials of the decision – which was made based on OSSE's  

mailto:laura.maurizi@dc.gov
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Fenterprise-grants-management-system-egms&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH5rbLl2xpWUUf_8X7TxZPyTt_bCw
mailto:osse.ogmctraining@dc.gov
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demonstrated progress in implementing systemic reforms and addressing corrective actions – on Friday, June 20, 

2014. 

“This decision demonstrates the significant progress the District has made in our efforts to reform and improve our 

system of public education for all students,” said Mayor Gray. “I applaud our State Superintendent of Education, 

Jesús Aguirre, and the entire OSSE team for their dedication and commitment to transforming our educational 

system.” 

During the past several years, OSSE has taken progressive steps to address longstanding financial, 

grants-management, and programmatic-compliance issues. According to the USDOE, OSSE has made a number of 

systemic improvements.  

“This is an extremely important accomplishment for not only OSSE staff, but for the entire District of Columbia,” said 

State Superintendent Aguirre. “The decision signals that we are making improvements and that we are headed in 

the right direction. I appreciate our OSSE staff for always putting children first.” 

USDOE concluded that OSSE’s ongoing implementation of the corrective actions made to its financial, 

record-keeping, and internal control systems and procedures is sufficient to address the issues that led to the 

“high-risk grantee” designation. 

In 2006, USDOE designated D.C. Public Schools (DCPS) a “high-risk” grantee based on systemic problems. The D.C. 

Public Education Reform Act of 2007 shifted authority from DCPS to the OSSE for the purpose of administering 

federal grants. Since that time, OSSE has worked to implement systemic reforms and resolve issues detailed in the 

High-Risk Corrective Action Plan (HRCAP). 

Reminder: FEMS offers Fire Safety Education Classroom Presentations for Students 

Fire and Emergency Medical Services Chief Kenneth Ellerbe strongly supports the philosophy that fire safety is an 

important topic that should be educated to all residents and visitors of the District of Columbia including children. 

Highlighted below are a few fire safety educational programs that the District of Columbia Fire & EMS Department 

(DCFEMS) offers each year that are designed to strengthen elementary and middle school age children’s 

knowledge in the area of fire safety education. These programs are fun and very interactive and can be presented 

in any classroom setting at the request of any DC Public or Public Charter school teacher or administrator.  

Safety Smart about Fire 

Safety Smart about Fire is a one-hour program presentation designed for grades K-3 offered by DCFEMS Public 

Educators to reinforce simple safety principles. Our educators gather the assistance of Disney’s Timon and Pumba 

(via digital media) to reinforce the following learning factors: 

  



 

General Announcements (Continued) 

● Making a home fire escape plan and its importance 

● Smoke alarms and their importance 

● Understanding why smoke is poisonous 

● The fundamentals of getting down, getting out, and staying out 

● Don’t play with matches or lighters 

Safety Smart Science (Understanding Fire) 

Safety Smart Science is a one-hour program presentation designed for grades 4-8 offered by DCFEMS Fire 

Educators to reinforce the science behind fire. Through a structured curriculum with activities, educators, with the 

assistance of Bill Nye the Science guy (via digital media), expand on the science concepts. The program provides 

opportunities for students to apply research, writing, analytical, and teamwork skills. To schedule a presentation for 

your students, please contact Ms. Samone Hoston, fire education information specialist, FEMS Fire Prevention 

Division at 202-727-1614. 

 

mailto:samone.hoston@dc.gov

