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1. Go to the right website! 
· The FAFSA application can be found at www.fafsa.ed.gov. The FAFSA is the FREE Application for Federal Student Aid. If you are on a website that tries to charge you, it is a scam. 
· For special circumstances, there is a paper FAFSA that can be printed out and completed; however we do not suggest you file on paper because it takes several weeks to process and is harder to complete.
2. Set up your FSA ID before you file. 
· Students and one parent (for dependent students) will need an FSA ID, which includes a user name and password, in order to file a FAFSA. This is used both to log in and as your electronic signature on the FAFSA. 
· Make sure to keep this information in a secure location or choose something that you will easily remember as you will need it to make any changes on the FAFSA, file the FAFSA in the future, and fill out information to receive loans at www.studentloans.gov. 
· It generally takes 1-3 for the FSA ID to become fully operational, so it is a good idea to do this process at least a few days before starting the FAFSA.
· Please note the that the FSA ID has replaced the PIN number on all federal websites 
There are many things you will either need to know or need in-hand in order to fill out the FAFSA and to create your FSA ID. This will include:Social security number (both student and parent[s])
Driver’s license (if any) or state ID
Permanent resident receipt card (If applicable)
W-2 forms and other 2015 records of money earned
2015 income tax return 
Records of child support paid
Records of taxable earning from Federal work study or other need-based work programs
Records of student grant, scholarship, and fellowship aid, including
AmeriCorps awards, that was included in student or parent AGI
Current stock, bond, and other investment records
Current business and farm records
Current bank statements



Many students will not need all of these documents. What exactly is needed for each individual student depends on income and other factors, but all students will need social security numbers, W-2s, and tax forms.  


