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Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy Public Charter School

Title I Program Evaluation
August 2013

Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy conducts Title I program evaluations in an effort to assess the effectiveness of programming, human resources capital, and instructional resources and its impact on students served.  These evaluations are aimed to improve the academic achievement of disadvantaged students, approximately 92% of our student body.

The demographics of our school population depict a student body comprised of 95% African America, 3.7% Hispanic, and 1.3% other. The languages spoken within the student population are English, Spanish, French, and Arabic, with the majority of our students having English as their primary language. The student body id diverse and come from the United States, Haiti, Ivory Coast, El Salvador, Cameroon, and Jamaica. The faculty and staff at Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy are very diverse nationally and linguistically. Students reside in all parts of the City. Approximately 43% of the students live in Ward 5, the Ward where the school is located. The next largest area of our student population is Ward 7. The balance of students reside in Wards 8, 4, and 6, respectively. 93% of students attending Mary McLeod Bethune Day academy PCS are African American. 92% of the student population qualify for free or reduced lunch. 4% of the students are classified as ELL based on the Home Language survey and the WIDA/ACCESS test results. 13% of the student body receive special education services and hold an IEP. 
Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy Public Charter School’s (MMBDA) objective is for continuous and substantial implementation of its Title I Program. After an evaluation of SY 11-12, a formal analysis of DC CAS the leadership team decided to redesign components of its Title I program.  One was the elimination of the Discovery DC BAS as the quarterly benchmark assessment for students in grades 3-8 to the Achievement Network (A-Net) program.  The Achievement Network is a not-for-profit that partners with schools to strengthen their practice and culture of using standards and data to accelerate student learning in underserved schools. The Achievement Network provides its partner schools interim assessments that give the educators timely, actionable and student-specific data which becomes the pulse of the quarterly data professional development meetings.   It was also the desire of MMBDA’s leadership team after careful review of DC CAS data, data on economically disadvantaged students, to maintain the Reading and Math Specialist to ensure the academic success of students struggling in reading and mathematics.  Additionally, the Reading and Math Specialist provide direct support to teachers through professional learning communities (PLCs) around data analysis, instructional design, and interventions.  Moreover, a deep dive in the analysis suggested the use of instructional assistants for smaller classroom size, ultimately providing intensive support to those students with the greatest academic needs. 
In evaluating our Title I Program implementation for School Year 12-13,data analysis was a priority for instructional planning and implementation decisions. Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy’s DC CAS data is indicative of progress towards Title I program objectives. We found that the implementation of A-Net standards-aligned interim assessments consistently identified and closed gaps in student learning. The results of the DC CAS, in which our students’ scores increased significantly, showed that the A-Net system of interim assessments and the instructional model was successful. Student math scores increased significantly. Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy moved from OSSE designation of “Developing” to “Rising” School, based on the increase in the DC CAS test Scores. 

READING
2012(AMO) - 40.1 
2013 (AMO) - 45.2  

PERCENT GROWTH 12.7%

MATH

 2012 (AMO) 36 

2013 (AMO) 51.9  
PERCENT GROWTH 44.2%

During SY20-2013, Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy made significant progress in student achievement. 48.95% of students showed growth over time in Reading, while 55.5% of students showed growth over time in Math. It was quite significant that our math scores increased with 65.6 % of our students scoring “Proficient or Advanced” in Math.  The pedagogical leadership of our Reading and Math Specialist proved to be valuable to the academic achievement of students given the AMO gains in Reading and Math.  Subsequently, the 92% of students qualified for free and reduced meals, make up 98% of students tested on the DC CAS, thus the growth over time is leading to the academic success of students served with Title I funds. 

As we clarify our goals for the future and look at our accomplishments and our shortfalls, we begin the look against our school mission, values and goals.  We will continue implementation of collaboration meeting periods for teachers and instituted a “reteach” period within the quarterly schedule of instruction. 

A look forward to redesign and modify our initiatives and practices were derived from our formal and informal data that is collected through a variety of data sources throughout the year. Data included student performance, teacher evaluations, student and stakeholder surveys, national standardized tests, internal standardized tests and learning standards, audits, and PCSB and OSSE monitoring visits.  The analysis of the data has provided a measure and guide for continuous progress using leading and lagging indicators at the level of the school, grade, classroom, teacher, and student.  Therefore, Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy PCS will continue the use of the Achievement Network as its benchmark assessment program and academic progress monitoring for SY 13-14.  The continued use of a Reading and Math Specialist and Instructional Assistants to provide intensive support to all students and “specific populations” (i.e. students with IEPs, ELL) will be implemented to continue to drive the success of student achievement.  Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy is also continuing the process of adopting the International Baccalaureate (IB) Curriculum Framework in mirroring its school’s mission in fostering academic success for all by educating the whole child.  The IB program will help drive a rigorous academic program through an inquiry based approach to teaching and learning that will strengthen students’ literacy and problem solving skills juxtaposed to problem based learning.  
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