OSSE

August 25, 2014

Dear Local Education Agencies (LEAs):

On January 17, 2014, the President signed into law H.R. 3547, the omnibus funding bill for Federal Fiscal Year 2014
(FFY14). The United States Department of Education (ED) has provided State Education Agencies (SEAs) with
guidance regarding the use of funds under Title |, Part A (Title I) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965, as amended (ESEA), to provide services to homeless children and youth.! The following changes are now
allowable for use of Title | allocation funds under the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014:

* An LEA may pay for a homeless liaison, in whole or in part, with its Title | allocation funds. Section
722(g)(1)(J)(ii) of McKinney-Vento requires all LEAs to assign an applicable staff member as the liaison for
homeless children and youth. ED has clarified that an LEA may use Title | funds to fund all or part of the
homeless liaison’s salary, even if that person has no Title | duties.

* An LEA may pay to transport a homeless student to and from the school of origin, with its Title | allocation
funds. Section 722(g)(1)(J)(iii) of McKinney-Vento requires an SEA to ensure that an LEA is providing
transportation to homeless children and youth if it receives McKinney-Vento funds.

o According to the applicable federal requirement, the following applies to LEAs:

= |f the homeless child or youth continues to live in the area served by the local educational
agency in which the school of origin is located, the child’s or youth’s transportation to and
from the school of origin shall be provided or arranged by the local educational agency in
which the school of origin is located.

= An LEA must provide transportation to and from the school of origin, at the request of a
parent or guardian, whether the LEA receives federal funds or not.

o In order to avoid supplanting, LEAs should take into consideration that as of October 1, 2013, the
Metrobus is free and Metrorail fares are reduced for all students traveling to and from school, as
long as the student provides adequate proof of a DC One Card (“School Transit Subsidy Program”),
provided by the LEA. Accordingly, LEAs should not use their Title | or other federal funds to pay for
student transportation covered by the School Transit Subsidy Program. If circumstances are not
feasible for a student to use the Metrobus or Metrorail as part of the School Transit Subsidy
Program, the LEA must still provide transportation for those students that are homeless and may
use its Title | allocation to do so, as described above. For more information regarding the “DC One
Student Card- Kids Ride Free on Bus” program and the cost for student passes for the Metrorail,
please visit http://www.wmata.com/fares/purchase/passes.cfm.

! see March 21, 2014 Letter to State Title | and Homeless Education Coordinators at
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/titleihomelessfund2014.pdf
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The provisions of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014 apply to FFY14 or District Fiscal Year 2015 (FY15) Title |
funds beginning July 1, 2014 and, under authority of section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA)
[20 U.S.C. 1225(b)], to FFY 2012 and 2013 Title | carryover funds. Note, however, that an LEA may not pay for the
homeless liaison’s salary or transportation of homeless students using the LEA’s reservation of Title | funds required
to provide instructional and related serves to homeless children and youth who attend non-Title | schools that are
comparable to those services the LEA provides to children in Title | schools, in accordance with section
1113(c)(3)(A) of the ESEA.

As a reminder, purchase of the following items continues to be allowable uses of Title I, Part A funds for students experiencing

homelessness:
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Iltems of clothing, particularly if necessary to meet a school’s dress or uniform requirement
Clothing and shoes necessary to participate in physical education classes

Student fees that are necessary to participate in the general education program

Personal school supplies such as backpacks and notebooks

Birth certificates necessary to enroll in school

Immunizations

Food

Medical and dental services

Eyeglasses and hearing aids

Counseling services to address anxiety related to homelessness that is impeding learning
Outreach services to students living in shelters, motels, and other temporary residences
Extended learning time (before and after school, Saturday classes, summer school) to compensate
for lack of quite time for homework in shelters or other overcrowded living conditions
Tutoring services, especially in shelters or other locations where homeless students live
Parental involvement specifically oriented to reaching out to parents of homeless students
Fees for AP and IB testing

Fees for SAT/ACT testing

GED testing for school-age students

For more information regarding uses of Title I, Part A funds, please contact your LEA’s respective Office of the State
Superintendent of Education (OSSE) Grant Manager.

Sincerely,

Unique Morris-Hughes, Ph.D.
Chief Operating Officer
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