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Objectives 

• Define practices 

 

• Review importance of  evidence-based practices 

 

• Introduce What Works Clearinghouse website 

 

• Identify practices that will help you achieve 

SMART goals 



Defining Practices 

• Based on rigorous research designs 

• Demonstrate a record of  success for improving student outcomes 

• Have undergone systematic review process using quality indicators 
to evaluate level of  evidence 

Evidence-
Based Practices 

• Based on rigorous research designs 

• Demonstrate a record of  success for improving student outcomes 

Research-Based 
Practices 

• Not based on research 

• Limited data to support effectiveness 

• Based on anecdotal evidence and/or professional judgment 
Best Practices 

NSTTAC, 2015 



Bridging the Research to Practice Gap 



ESEA and IDEA Requirements 

• The No Child Left Behind Act of  2001, which reauthorized the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act, calls for the use of  

"scientifically based research" as the foundation for many education 

programs and for classroom instruction 

 

• IDEA 2004 addresses scientifically based research in the following 

context: In implementing early intervening services, LEAs may carry 

out activities that include:  

– professional development activities for teachers and other school staff  to enable 

such personnel to deliver scientifically based academic instructional and behavioral 

interventions, including scientifically based literacy instruction, where 

appropriate… 

– providing educational and behavioral evaluations, services and supports, including 

scientifically based literacy instruction. IDEA 2004 {(613(f)(2)(A)(B)} 



What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) 

Go to:  

Find What Works!  



WWC 

Go to:  

Topic/ Outcomes Domains 



WWC 

Go to:  

Specific Filters to Improve Search   



WWC 

Search Results 



WWC 

Download Full Report   

Review the synopsis of the 

intervention    



SMART Goal 

• Take a look at your SMART Goal 

 
___________________ of  the ____________________  
(Measurable: %, number, measure)                       Who (students, families, teachers, etc.) 
 

 
will ___________________________ by _________ . 
    (Specific action: what, where, how)      (Time) 

 
• What strategy or strategies do you need to help you achieve this 

goal? 

 

• Should the strategy or strategies address academics? Behavior? 
Both? 

 



Find Your Strategy! 



Next Steps 

• Consider the strategy in context: 
– How soon will you begin to implement? 

– Which staff  need to be involved in evaluating strategy and 
planning for implementation? 

– What supporting conditions are needed for success, so that 
there is ownership and buy-in? 

– What challenges do staff  anticipate that you can mitigate with 
pre-planning? 

– Who will be key staff  members to ensure it will be 
implemented with fidelity? 

– How are you measuring success? How will you know when 
things are off  track? 

– What is your plan for course correcting when things are off  
track? 



OSSE’s Role 

• OSSE can help support implementation with: 

–Coaching and training 

–Review of  similar practices in other 
jurisdictions 

–Linkages to other schools or LEAs, both 
within and outside of  DC, who are doing 
similar work 

–Examination of  financial and technical 
resources that may be available to supplement 
your efforts 

 

 

 



Resources 

The Iris Center 

• http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/  

The Institute of  Education Sciences 

• http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list

/ies/index.html?src=mr 

Response to Intervention Action Network 

• http://www.rtinetwork.org/learn 
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For more information about 

identifying and implementing 

evidence-based practices, please 

contact osse.tta@dc.gov 


