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What i1s the FOCUS for this session?

| want to make good use of our limited time together.
During the next hour we will explore how early learning
leaders and teachers can enlist the support of families
to help children learn to read. These questions will
guide us:

 What is the connection between classroom learning and
families?

 What does research tell us about learning to read?
 How can families help children learn to read?

 What can early learning leaders and teachers do to enlist

the support of families to help children learn to read?
Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)
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What i1s the Connection between

Classroom Learning and Families?

1. Involvement programs that link to learning
Improve student achievement.

2. Speaking up for children protects and
promotes their success.

3. All families can contribute to their
children’s success.

4. Community organizing gets results.

Henderson & Mapp (2002)



PTA National Standards for

Family-School Partnerships

PTA's National Standards for Family-School Partnerships
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What does Research tell us

about Learning to Read?

The abillity to read and write does not develop naturally.
(Durkin 1966)

Specific skills required for reading and writing are learned

through experiences with both oral and written language.
(Strickland 1994)

Young children encounter diverse experiences with oral
and written language in their home environments. This will
Impact their success in learning to read and write.

(Hart & Risley 1995; McGill-Franzen & Lanford 1994).

The single most important activity for building the skills

essential for reading success is reading aloud to children.
(Wells 1985; Bus, Van ljzendoorn, & Pelegrini 1995)

Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)



What does Research tell us

about Learning to Read?

Soundbites:

 Itis the talk that surrounds storybook reading that gives
It POWET. (Dickinson & Smith 1994)

 For dual language learners, studies show that strong
skills in their first language promotes school
achievement in a second language. (wong & Fillmore 1991)

* Asking predictive and analytic questions before and after
read-alouds enhances vocabulary development and
comprehension skills. (pickinson & Smith 1994).

 Reading and writing acquisition is best conceptualized
as a developmental continuum rather than an all-or-

nothing phenomenon.
Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)



A Word about

READING READINESS

Although there are early literacy
skills that provide the foundation
for reading and writing success,
schools should never use
READINESS as a barrier to
beginning school.

Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)



What are these early

literacy skills?

Oral language (receptive and
expressive)

An Iinterest in books and
learning how to read
Concepts of Print

Letter recognition
Phonological Awareness

Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)



Learning to read is a complex process.

Do you remember when you learned to read?



Learning to Read!

LXPC HAX O\ NOWS.
: XRPC PYX N\ 0S04WX.

Pretend you are just five or six years old and you are
learning to read.

Do you remember what it was like to try to make sense
of written symbols?

Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)



Learning to Read!

CXPC HAX O\ NOwWy
: XPC PRX DN 08X

A beginning reader must first BREAK the CODE!

“Read” the two sentences at the top of this screen.

Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)



* j Breaking the CODE

Syee [eo 4ee Do G O

@h[':']:i
Ve &1 fen oo Kot o D)

=Y

Let’s try this again . . .
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Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)



Learning to Read!
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1. The cat Is black.
2. The hat Is flat.
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Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)




How can Families Help Children

Learn to READ?
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Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)



& How can Families Help Children
: Learn to READ?

F A Handlmnk for Pl-l'ﬂIltE uf ﬁ-—'i' Tan.r ﬂlds

Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)



What can Early Learning Leaders Do to
S Enlist the Support of Families so they
N . help Children Learn to Read?

Encourage parents to Read-Aloud to their
children EVERY day. Teach parents
effective Read-Aloud strateqgies.

Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)



Read — Read — Read - Read

"Children are made
readers on the laps of
their parents.”

— Emilie Buchwald



As you watch this video clip

of a mother reading to her young
daughter, reflect on the strategies she

uses to engage her child in the reading
process.

Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)



White Board Activity . ..

What do you do to reach out to
parents?




. <

= Reading Night

(. Family

As you watch this video clip, reflect
on the planning and implementation
of an effective Family Reading Night.

Do you have any additional ideas for
a successful Family Reading Night?

Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)
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"Fill your house with stacks
of books, In all the crannies
and all the nooks."

— Dr. Seuss




3 ideas that are new or confirm your practice

2 ideas that you will share with your colleagues

1 idea you will implement

Corinne Eisenhart, Ph.D. (2016)
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