
Locally Sourced Culture: 
Using Community Resources 

in the Classroom 
Sarah Erdman 



Connecting with 
Community…why bother? 



Community Mapping 

Community Resources 

Your Places 

Relationships 



Can you go to it? 
Can you bring it to you? 
Can you find it online? 
 



Activities for Kids 
NGAkids Art Zone- National Gallery of Art 



Lesson Plans and Activities 
“History Explorer”- National Museum of American History 



Virtual Tour 
Virtual Tour- Sewall-Belmont House and Museum 



Community Goals 



Why Museums? 

Collecting Experiencing things “for real” 

Community Connection 



What Type of Visit 

Unstructured Structured 



“American Stories”- National Museum of American History 



Activity Ideas 

Let’s Move! 
Bring something special 

Give them a camera Sketch (pencils only) 



Theme/Content: Camouflage  

Object 

Print 

Book 

Activity 



Natl. Museum of the American 
Indian: ImagiNations National Postal Museum 

US Botanic Gardens 



National Gallery of 
Art 

Smithsonian American Art 
Museum and National Portrait 

Gallery 

Hirshhorn Museum  



Thank You! 
Sarah Erdman 
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