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2011-2012 Updates to the OSSE Testing Accommodations Manual
Updates to the Introduction

1. Provides an overview of the 5-step decision-making process used in both sections of the manual: 

· Expect students to achieve grade-level academic learning standards
· Learn about accommodations for instruction and assessment
· Select accommodations for instruction and assessment for individual students
· Administer accommodations during instruction and assessment 
· Evaluate and improve accommodation use
2. Offers coordinated information about SWD and ELL accommodations offered on OSSE-provided tests (The OSSE Testing Accommodations Manual should now be coordinated with the test directions and the Test Chairperson’s Manual. Please inform OSSE of any inconsistencies.)
3. Offers clearer, single quick reference list of all accommodations provided (Appendix A)
Updates to Section 1: SWD Accommodation

1. Strengthen the legal references by including language from laws and regulations

2. Provides stronger distinction of allowable disabilities accommodations used with instruction and formative assessments 
3. Clearly restricts the use of non-standard disabilities accommodations on the state assessment which would result in impacting test validity. Clarifies the definition of a modification. 

4. Clarifies the conditions under which extended time considered a needed accommodation 
5. Provides additional materials, instructions or training or instructions to obtain material for specific disabilities accommodations 
6. Added language for students who are disabled and ELL: ELLs with IEPs may receive both ELL accommodations recommended in Section 2 and the accommodations listed in their IEPs (those of which correspond to the disabilities accommodations allowable on the DC CAS). 

The information on allowable disabilities accommodations is found in Section 1 of the OSSE Testing Accommodations Manual; the allowable ELL accommodations are found in Section 2 of the OSSE Testing Accommodations Manual. 

7. New, more complete Fact Sheets:
· Figure 1: Considerations When Making Decisions for Assessment Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
· B-1: Decision Tree for Accommodations for Assessments in the OSSE Assessment Program for Students with Disabilities

· B-2: Do’s and Don’ts When Selecting Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
· B-3: Accommodation Conditions for Students with Disabilities
· B-4: Assessment Accommodations Plan for Students with Disabilities
· B-5: Logistics Planning Checklist for Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
8. Includes a process for IEP or Section 504 team to use when requesting the use of an accommodation that is not included in this Manual.
Updates to Section 2: ELL Accommodation
 

1. ELL Accommodation eligibility: 

· Clarified that ELLs with levels 1-4 whose parents refused ELL services are still eligible for ELL accommodations on state testing.

i. Corollary: The student must take the ACCESS for ELLs until fluent/proficient. A parent cannot refuse ELP testing.

· Clarified that English Proficient (EP) and EP students in Monitoring Services are not allowed the use of accommodations on state assessments. English Proficient (EP) and EP students in Monitoring Services have attained an ELP level of 5 or above and are not classified as ELL students.


2. ELLs with beginning English language proficiency (levels 1 and 2) may receive two additional ELL accommodations beyond those allowed to all ELLs (levels 1-4):  Read aloud test items and breaks allowed during a subtest (lasting no longer than 3-5 minutes). 
· Use  C − 1:  ELL Decision Flow Chart for Participation in the DC CAS and the Section 2, Step 3 to determine accommodations for students who have an ELP level.


3. Dictionaries: Schools should provide each ELL with access to either a bilingual word-to-word dictionary and/or an English dictionary, if available at the school.  

· Administrative Considerations:

i. At least one dictionary must be available in the classroom for students to use during the test. All students in all grade levels tested must have access to these materials. 
ii. Test in a separate area or small group with students needing the same accommodation, so that other students not needing the accommodation are not distracted

iii. Allow extended time to allow effective use of the accommodation

4. In the back of Section 2, there are documents to support ELL accommodation: 

· Use  C − 1:  ELL Decision Flow Chart for Participation in the DC CAS and the Section 2, Step 3 to determine accommodations for students who have an ELP level, but do not have an Accommodation Report (or a document from your LEA which recommends which accommodations the student should receive).

· Use C − 2:  Types of Accommodations Available for ELLs and C − 3:  Description of Accommodations Available for ELLs to obtain descriptions, limitations, and administration considerations for the ELL accommodations allowed on the DC CAS.
· Use C − 4: Teacher Checklist on Student Access Needs Requiring Accommodations in the classroom. School staff might use this form during the school year to identify opportunities for integrating ELL accommodations into classroom instruction and assessment. 
· Use the C – 5 [Individual ELL Accommodation Form for Student Folder] and C-6: School ELL Assessment Accommodations Plan if your LEA does not create an Accommodation Report. It will help you determine ELL accommodation and plan logistics during test administration.
5. Noted that ELLs with IEPs may receive both ELL accommodations recommended in Section 2 and the accommodations listed in their IEPs (those of which correspond to the disabilities accommodations allowable on the DC CAS). 

The information on allowable disabilities accommodations is found in Section 1 of the OSSE Testing Accommodations Manual; the allowable ELL accommodations are found in Section 2 of the OSSE Testing Accommodations Manual.
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MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, READING, WRITING, & HEALTH





ELLs enrolled in U.S. schools for the first time within 12 months from the last day of the previous year’s test window may be exempted from the Reading and Writing portions of the DC CAS. See Manual for AYP Participation guidelines. [Go to #5 for Reading and Writing portions only of the DC CAS.]





Students not currently identified as ELLs, including English Proficient (EP) and EP students in Monitoring Services may not receive ELL accommodations on the DC CAS. [Go to #5.]





Additional accommodations allowed to ELLs scoring Level 1 and Level 2 on the ACCESS for ELLs®:


C. Direct Linguistic Support Accommodations


Math/science/writing/health: Oral reading of test in English (including test passages, questions and answer choices) (No clarifications)


D. Indirect Linguistic Support Accommodations


Math/science/reading/writing/health: Breaks during a subtest (lasting no longer than 3-5 minutes)








4. Does the student have an ACCESS for ELLs® Level 1 or 2?








5. On the DC CAS, is the ELL eligible for disabilities or 504 accommodations in addition to the ELL accommodations in Section 2? 








DC CAS ELL participation guidelines do not apply to the student. [Go to #5.]





YES





Accommodations Provided on the DC CAS


Section 2, Step 3





NO





NO





C-1: Decision Flow Chart for ELL Participation in the DC CAS


Based on Guidelines found in Section 2 of the OSSE Testing Accommodations Manual





Is the student identified as an ELL? 





NO





All ELLs who have been in the U.S. longer than 12 months must take the Reading and Writing portions of the DC CAS. 





All ELLs must take the Math, Science, Writing, and Health portions of the DC CAS  





All ELLs with ACCESS for ELLs® levels 1-4 are eligible for ELL accommodations (includes those ELLs who refuse services).





Basic List of ELL accommodations allowed to all ELLs with Levels 1-4:� A. Direct Linguistic Support Accommodations


Oral reading of directions


Repetition of directions


Simplification of directions


Simplification of writing prompt (on writing test) 


Use of English dictionary and bilingual dictionary –  (math & science only) 





B. Indirect Linguistic Support Accommodations


Test Scheduling Accommodations


Extended testing time


Time of day most beneficial to student (morning or afternoon)


Extra or longer breaks allowed between subtests


Flexible scheduling (order of subtests is altered)


Test administered over several days (one or two subtests per day)


Test Environment Accommodations


Person familiar with student administers test


Preferential seating


Small group testing


Use of place markers to maintain place








If the student has an IEP or 504 plan, refer to Section 1 of the manual for OSSE guidelines for DC CAS disability accommodation guidelines. 








YES





YES





YES





3. Is the ELL eligible for ELL accommodations on the DC CAS? �








No disabilities-specific or 504 plan accommodations may be used on the DC CAS. �








Inclusion in the DC CAS


Section 2, Step 1





2. Has the ELL been enrolled in the U.S. schools for more than 12 months? http://ceee.gwu.edu/Contact_Us.html





NO








