
DC Early Learning Standards 
 

State Board of Education Public Meeting 
February 20, 2013 



Purpose 

To ensure strong birth to 12th grade educational 
continuum that reflects a cohesive aligned unified 
approach to student education within the District of 
Columbia 



What are the Benefits of  Early Learning Standards? 

• A child’s development before kindergarten has a significant 
impact on their success throughout school 
 

• A high quality pre-k will prepare children to meet the rigorous 
standards expected of them in kindergarten 
 

• School Readiness is a key concept in aligning Pre-K 
standards with elementary and secondary education 
standards since they can help measure important 
foundational skills for achievement in later grades 
 

• Children who attend high quality programs early learning 
programs are more likely to graduate from high school 
 



National Movement Towards Alignment 

The District of Columbia will serve as one of many states that has 
adopted Common Core Early Learning Standards.  
 
Some States that have already adopted Common Core Early Learning Standards are: 

 
• Illinois – Early Learning and Development Standards (draft form as of Jan. 2013) 
• Washington State – Early Learning and Guidelines (adopted  2012) 
• Massachusetts – Curriculum frameworks for Pre Kindergarten to 12th grade (adopted 

July 2010, crosswalk posted 2011) 
• New York –  Common Core Learning Standards P – 12 (adopted Jan. 2011) 
• California – The alignment of the CA preschool learning foundation with early 

education resources (adopted 2012) 
• Maryland – Common Core State Curriculum Framework    (adopted June 2011) 

 



What are the major shifts from prior ELS? 

• One comprehensive document versus 2 separate 
documents 
 

• Consistency in Domains for all ages 
– Current: 4 Domains for infants/toddlers and 8 for pre-k 
– New: 9 Domains for all 

 

• Indicators include supportive practices 
 

• Pre-K and K exit expectations with examples and 
supportive practices 
 
 



Examples of Standards 



What are the 9 domains?  

What are domains?  Areas of developmental learning.  
 

• Approaches to Learning/Logic and Reasoning 
• Communication and Language 
• Literacy 
• Mathematics 
• Scientific Inquiry 
• Social Studies 
• The Arts 
• Social-Emotional Development 
• Physical Development/Health and Safety 

 
 

 



Feedback sessions are targeted to assist OSSE with fully developing rollout and 
implementation strategy 
 
OSSE Strategic Action: 
 
• Share crosswalk document that compares the current standards and proposed 

standards 
• Collect feedback from stakeholders in person, via e-mail, and phone, online OSSE 

website portal 
– February 15, 2013 - Early Learning Stakeholders (Administrators) 
– February 19, 2013 - Early Learning Stakeholders (Practitioners & Parents) 
– March 12, 2013 – Early Learning Stakeholders (Practitioners, Parents & 

Community Stakeholders) 
 
*Additional Meetings with Early Learning Stakeholder Groups (PCSB, HeadStart, New Family Child Care Association of DC, etc.) to be 
scheduled 

 
 

Cycle I: Stakeholder Meetings  



These trainings will provide an introduction to the common core aligned Early Learning 
Standards and collect feedback from participants, which will serve to inform future 
development of PD modules.  
 
OSSE Strategic Action: 
 
• Schedule face-to-face, webinars, videos, podcasts, and develop written materials  
• Establish a train-the-trainer model to create a cohort of DC ELS “Lead Teachers”  
• Build Communities of Best Practices throughout DC 
• Continue to collaborate with early learning contractual partners to schedule and 

deliver PD  

Cycle II 

March  2013 -  
May 2013  

IMPLEMENTATION & 
AWARENESS BUILDING  

Early Learning Standards overview 
for parents, teachers, and  

administrators 

Cycle II: Implementation and Awareness 



This cycle of trainings and support move beyond awareness and is designed to support 
programs/staff  in the implementation of the Early Learning Standards.  
 
OSSE Strategic Action: 
 
• Revise CCSS aligned Early Learning Standards PD modules, based on 

observations/feedback and infuse “real world” scenarios into modules   
• Schedule and deliver continuous  training for lead teachers while continuing to build 

on the Communities of Best Practices  
• Continue to collaborate with early learning contractual partners to schedule and 

deliver PD 

Cycle  III 

June 2013 - 
Ongoing 

FOCUSED SUPPORT 

Ongoing Professional Development 
opportunities for practitioners 

provided via face-to-face/virtual 
offerings and implementation and 

support. 

Cycle III: Focused Support  
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